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Introduction 

Disability Studies refers generally to the examination of disability as a social, cultural, and 

political phenomenon. In contrast to clinical, medical, or therapeutic perspectives on disability, 

Disability Studies focuses on how disability is defined and represented in society. From this 

perspective, disability is not a characteristic that exists in the person so defined, but a construct 

that finds its meaning in social and cultural context.   

 

Disability Studies is a vibrant and diverse ―field‖ or ―area of inquiry.‖  First of all, it is 

interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary. No single academic discipline can place a claim on 

Disability Studies. Rather, the field is informed by scholarship from such different disciplines as 

history, sociology, literature, political science, law, policy studies, economics, cultural studies, 

anthropology, geography, philosophy, theology, gender studies, communications and media 

studies, and the arts. 

 

Second, Disability Studies covers an incredibly diverse group of people. People who are blind, 

deaf, use wheelchairs, have chronic pain, learn at a slower pace than other people, and so on 

have vastly different experiences and perspectives. Does it make sense to lump such different 

human beings under a simple category such as disability? It does—not because they are the same 

in any biological or philosophical sense, but because society has placed them in this category, 

with consequences for how they are viewed and treated by the majority presumed to be 

nondisabled. 

 

Finally, it is usually easier to define what Disability Studies is not (not medicine, rehabilitation, 

special education, physical or occupational therapy, and professions oriented toward the cure, 

prevention, or treatment of disabilities) than to specify what it is. Although Disability Studies 

scholars generally subscribe to the ―minority group model‖ of disability—the view that the status 

of people as a minority shapes their experiences in society, they agree on little else. For example, 

some scholars view disability in terms of culture and identity, while others see disability as a 

label and a social construct.   

 



Scholars even use different language to refer to the people at the center of inquiry in Disability 

Studies. ―Disabled person‖ is used to draw attention to the centrality of disability in individual 

identity; ―person with a disability‖ or ―people first language‖ conveys the idea that having a 

disability is secondary to the people‘s identity as human beings; ―person labeled disabled‖ 

(mentally retarded, mentally ill, and so on) focuses on how disability is a socially constructed 

definition imposed on people. Within sub-groups, minor variations in language and spelling can 

carry tremendous significance. Thus, ―deaf person‖ and ―Deaf person‖ mean very different 

things, with the latter emphasizing membership in a culture defined linguistically. 

 

This information package reflects the diversity of the field of Disability Studies. We have 

included contributions representing different disability groups, perspectives, and disciplines. 

 

The information package is divided into nine sections. The first contains annotations and listings 

of books, chapters, and articles. Practically every week a new writing related to Disability 

Studies is published. It is almost impossible to keep up with scholarship in this area. In preparing 

these annotations and listings, we have undoubtedly overlooked important work. An omission of 

a book, chapter, and article does not necessarily mean that we think it does not belong. It likely 

means we did not come across it or forgot about it. In addition, although we tried to annotate 

what we see as the most important contributions in Disability Studies, some readings on the non-

annotated list warrant serious attention.  As with any writing project, at some point you need to 

―get it out the door.‖ 

 

The next section includes annotations and a listing of films and documentaries. As in the case of 

the readings, these are not intended to be comprehensive. 

 

The following section contains a list, with a general description and contact information, of 

academic programs in Disability Studies in North America. Of course, Disability Studies 

scholarship is not limited to North America. Academic programs can be found in the United 

Kingdom and other countries. Since we are located in North America, information on 

programs  in the United States and Canada is most readily accessible to us. In a future version of 

this package, we might attempt to identify programs on other continents.  Before reviewing this 

list of academic programs, readers should consult our criteria for inclusion.  The list is confined 

to colleges and universities that offer formal degrees, minors, majors, certificates, or 

concentrations in Disability Studies.  Many other universities and colleges offer courses on 

Disability Studies or host relevant research institutes and conferences.  We did not attempt to 

identify these in this listing. 

 

The next five sections contain information on periodicals, special or feature issues of periodicals, 

organizations, special interest groups of professional or academic associations, and Internet 

resources. 

 

In the final section of this information package, we make suggestions of books and readings on 

Disability Studies that can be used in courses in various academic disciplines. 

 

If we have overlooked any writings, films, programs, organizations, or resources in preparing 

this information package, we would appreciate it if readers brought these to our attention. 



Although this package is dated November 2003 to reflect when formatting and editing were 

completed, most of the listings were finalized in summer 2003. 

Steven J. Taylor, Ph.D. 

Director, Center on Human Policy 

Professor, Cultural Foundations of Education 

Coordinator, Disability Studies 

Syracuse University 

 

 
   

  DISABILITY STUDIES BOOKS, CHAPTERS, AND 

ARTICLES 

Annotated Books, Chapters, and Articles 

The following section is comprised of selected Disability Studies books, chapters, and articles. 

They are across disciplines, and a large amount of them are edited books that cover a variety of 

topics, including disability rights, identity politics, cultural studies and disability, social 

perspectives on disability, and perspectives of people with disabilities. Also included are a 

number of fictional pieces and poetry. For other resources, following this listing is a separate 

section on autobiographies and personal narratives, a selection of classics from one Disability 

Studies scholar‘s perspective, and a bibliography of titles that we were unable to include either 

due to time constraints or space limitations. 

 
 

Albrecht, G. L., Seelman, K. D., & Bury, M. (Eds.). (2001). Handbook of Disability Studies. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

This volume includes contributions from an international, multidisciplinary set of Disability 

Studies scholars. It is divided into three sections: the shaping of Disability Studies as a field; 

experiencing disability; and disability in context. Each section contains chapters addressing 

conceptual, theoretical, methodological, practice, and policy issues. Overall, the intent of the 

book is to organize existing knowledge within Disability Studies, highlight tensions and debates 

within the field, and point to future research and practice needs. It is a comprehensive resource, 

which will be of use to disability activists, scholars, and policy makers. 

 
 

Barnartt, S., & Scotch, R. (2001). Disability protests: Contentious politics, 1970-1999. 

Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press. 

 

This book presents an analysis of contentious political action within the deaf and disability 



communities. The authors note that within scholarly examinations of social movements, there is 

almost no literature addressing the deaf or disability movements. This book is intended to fill that 

gap, through analysis of actual protest events. In examination of protests, the authors discuss the 

history of collection action, various aspects of protests (e.g., cross disability and impairment-

specific), the effects of protests, and the future of such political action. 

 
 

Barnes, C., & Mercer, G. (2003). Disability [Key Concepts]. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press. 

 

Drawing from international literature and a range of disciplinary perspectives, Barnes and 

Mercer explore the evolution of the concept of disability. The book highlights the exclusion and 

marginalization of disabled people across different historical and cultural contexts, such as 

family life and reproduction, education, employment, leisure, cultural imagery, and politics. 

Disability is discussed in relation to social oppression, similar to that experienced by women, 

minority ethnic and racial groups, and lesbians and gay men. Key issues addressed include: 

theorizing disability; historical and comparative perspectives; experiencing impairment and 

disability; professional and policy intervention in the lives of disabled people; disability politics, 

social policy, and citizenship; and disability culture. 

 
  

Barnes, C., Mercer, G., & Shakespeare, T.  (1999). Exploring disability: A sociological 

introduction. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press. 

 

This book provides an introduction to the Sociology of Disability. The authors trace the history 

of sociological theorizing on disability and chronic illness and pay special attention to the British 

―social model of disability‖ that emerged in the late 1980s and 1990s. As noted by the authors, 

the social model of disability is a political account of disability grounded in the experiences of 

disabled people and activists, rather than a sociological framework. The authors review literature 

and policies on disability in both the United Kingdom and North America. The book would be a 

useful introductory text in Sociology of Disability, Disability Studies, and Disability Policy 

courses.     

 
 

Barnes, C., Oliver, M., & Barton, L. (Eds.). (2002). Disability studies today. Cambridge, UK: 

Polity Press. 

 

The book compiles the works of some of the leading scholars of Disability Studies from the UK, 

USA and Canada. The contributors include Paul Abberley, Gary L. Albrecht, Colin Barnes, Len 

Barton, Peter Beresford, Anne Borsay, Harlan Hahn, Chris Holden, Bill Hughes, Phil Lee, Geof 

Mercer, Mike Oliver, Marcia H. Rioux, John Swain, Carol Thomas and Ayesha Vernon.  

 

This textbook presents an analysis of the issues in Disability Studies primarily in the context of 

Britain and the United States, while contributors like Chris Holden and Peter Beresford (Chapter 

10) and Marcia H. Rioux (Chapter 11) present issues in the context of globalization. Other main 



topics covered in the book include: the history of the development of Disability Studies in 

Britain and America; key ideas, issues and thinkers; the role of the body; divisions and 

hierarchies; history, power and identity; work, politics and the disabled peoples' movement; 

human rights, research and the role of the academy. 

 
  

Baynton, D. C. (1996). Forbidden signs: American culture and the campaign against sign 

language. Chicago: University Of Chicago Press. 

 

Douglas C. Baynton, an assistant professor of history and American Sign Language at the 

University of Iowa, has produced a rich history of the varied and sundry attempts that have been 

made to oppress the use of sign language. The book touches upon the cultural aspects of deafness 

and presents an interesting study of American cultural history with reference to the difference in 

perception of hearing people like Alexander Graham Bell and deaf people who asserted for their 

right to use sign language. Through a very powerful narrative, ―Baynton places this struggle 

between the 'manualists' and the 'oralists' into its very broadest cultural context, seeking to offer 

fresh perspectives on the shifting ways in which Americans have conceptualized human history 

and American identity, nature and human nature…‖ (Journal of American History , September 

1997). 

 
 

Biklen, D. (1988). The myth of clinical judgment. Journal of Social Issues, 44(1), 127-140.  

 

This article challenges the primacy of professional decision-making and argues that clinical 

decisions are influenced by other factors such as economics, bureaucratic exigency, politics, 

service traditions, and societal prejudice. 

 
 

Blatt, B., & Kaplan, F. (1974). Christmas in purgatory: A photographic essay on mental 

retardation. Syracuse, NY: Human Policy Press.  

 

This is a reprinted edition of Blatt and Kaplan's 1966 photographic exposé of conditions in 

America's institutions. Shot with a hidden camera, Christmas in Purgatory depicts overcrowded 

and dehumanizing conditions found at eight institutions in the Northeast. Blatt was one of the 

few professionals to speak out against institutional warehousing in the 1960s. 

 
 

Bogdan, R. (1988). Freak show: Presenting human oddities for amusement and profit. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

A social history of the depiction of "human oddities," including people with disabilities, for 

amusement and profit, Freak Show is a classic study of depictions of disability in popular 

culture. 



 
 

Bogdan, R., & Taylor, S. J. (1989). Relationships with severely disabled people: The social 

construction of humanness. Social Problems, 36 (2), 135-148.  

 

The authors discuss how nondisabled people define their caring and accepting relationships with 

people with severe disabilities. The authors frame their discussion around a sociology of 

acceptance and identify four dimensions which maintain humanness of the people with severe 

disabilities: attributing thinking to the other, seeing individuality in the other, viewing the other 

as reciprocating, and defining social place for the other. 

 
 

Bogdan, R., & Taylor, S. J. (1994). The social meaning of mental retardation: Two life stories. 

New York: Teachers College Press.  

 

The concept of mental retardation is challenged through life histories based on in-depth 

interviews with former inmates of institutions for people labeled retarded. The authors argue that 

mental retardation is not a real entity, but rather a social construction. 

 
 

Braddock, D. (Ed.). (2002). Disability at the dawn of the 21st Century and the state of the 

states. Washington, DC:  American Association on Mental Retardation. 

 

This fifth edition is the most extensive edition of The State of the States volumes. It is divided 

into three parts. Part I explores the historical basis of disability services, based on a cross-

disability perspective. Part I also includes a cross-disability empirical study of public financial 

support for disability in the United States, across federal, state, and local levels, and across 

mental and physical disability categories. Part II presents updated state-by-state profiles, which 

examine programmatic structure and financing of mental retardation/developmental disabilities 

services. Emerging trends and issues are identified, including aging family caregivers, class 

action litigation with regard to waiting lists for residential services, and the growth of the 

Medicaid Home and Community Based Services Waiver. Part III is an in-depth comparative 

study of the development of institutional and community services in two states: Michigan and 

Illinois.   

 
 

Bragg, L. (2001). Deaf world: A historical reader and primary sourcebook. New York: New 

York University Press. 

 

This is a comprehensive anthology of Deaf history and culture.  It includes several chapters on 

race and gender. 

 



 

Brueggemann, B. J. (1999). Lend me your ear: Rhetorical constructions of 

deafness.  Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press. 

 

Weaving personal narrative with critical analysis, Brueggemann explores the social construction 

of deafness through a variety of discursive practices. The book explores issues of passing as well 

as Deaf identity, culture, and the rhetorics of silence. 

 
 

Burch, S.  (2002). Signs of resistance: American Deaf cultural history, 1900 to 1942.  New 

York: New York University Press. 

 

Historians have assumed that the triumph of oralism was total, but Susan Burch aims in her book 

to debunk that assumption by showing that deaf students, teachers, and staff in the schools for 

the deaf consistently and creatively subverted oralist policies and goals within the 

schools.  Burch‘s main argument is that the strenuous efforts of oralists to assimilate deaf 

children resulted in strengthening the children‘s ties to a separate Deaf cultural community. In 

her book, Burch, a professor of history at Gallaudet University, reinterprets early 20th-century 

history of the deaf community.  Using community sources such as deaf newspapers, memoirs, 

films, and interviews with deaf people, Burch demonstrates how the deaf community mobilized 

against the oralist onslaught, defended its language, became more and more politically 

conscious, and clarified its cultural values. In this struggle, a collective deaf consciousness, 

identity, and political organization arose. 

 
  

Campbell, J., & Oliver, M. (1996). Disability politics: Understanding our past, changing our 

future. London and New York: Routledge. 

 

This book uses the voices of disabled people to describe the changes in the disability sector in 

Britain as a result of the social movement of disabled people, particularly in the 1970s to mid 

1990s. According to the authors, ―the book is based upon the ethnographic and action research 

traditions‖ (p. 25) and ―is a mixture of social theory, political history, action research, individual 

biography and personal experience‖ (p. 1). This work is regarded to be a significant contribution 

to history, social theory and policy, and political studies. The book clearly traces the emergence 

and survival of the disability movement and provides an honest evaluation of its successes and 

failures. It then goes on to consider possible future directions for disabled people in 21st century 

Britain. It is great contribution to the promotion of the understanding of the disability movement 

in Britain.  

   

 
 

Charlton, J. I. (1998). Nothing about us without us: Disability oppression and empowerment. 

Berkeley: University of California Press.  

 

The author uses a disability rights standpoint to discuss the international oppression of people 



with disabilities. He provides a theoretical framework for understanding disability oppression not 

as something that has come from the attitudes of people without disabilities, but because of 

systems and structures of oppression from which these attitudes stem. He uses interviews with 

disability rights activists from around the world to back his argument. 

 
  

Clare, E. (1999). Exile & pride: Disability, queerness, and liberation. Cambridge, MA: South 

End Press. 

 

―Gender reaches into disability; disability wraps around class; class strains against abuse; abuse 

snarls into sexuality; sexuality folds on top of race…everything finally piling into a single human 

body. To write about any aspect of identity, any aspect of the body, means writing about this 

entire maze. This I know, and yet the question remains: where to start?‖ (p. 123) 

 

Eli Clare investigates disability, class, queerness, child sexual abuse, and conflicting political and 

environmental awarenesses, using the metaphors of landscape and her own experience. She 

recalls and brings to life images of the mountains and forests, rivers and oceans of her childhood 

in rural Oregon, her body, and her many homes, in these musings on home, exile, politics and 

experience.    

 
  

Corker, M. (1998).  Disability discourse in a postmodern world. In T. Shakespeare (Ed.), 

Disability Studies reader: Social science perspectives (pp. 221-233).  London & New York, NY: 

Cassell. 

 

Argues for a discursive approach for understanding deafness and disability. 

 
 

Corker, M., & Shakespeare, T. (Eds.). (2002). Disability/postmodernity: Embodying disability 

theory. New York: Continuum. 

 

This collection of 17 essays from leading scholars around the world applies the analysis of 

postmodernity to Disability Studies in hopes of bridging social science perspectives and 

humanities perspectives on disability. Recognizing that the global experience of disability is far 

too complex to be limited by one set of ideas, the editors attempt to build on the social model of 

disability, in essence ―thinking globally and acting locally at the same time.‖ While the theory 

advances to the next level, the goal remains the same: to achieve inclusive communities and ―to 

contribute to the emancipation of disabled people, whoever they are, and whatever they decide 

that emancipation means.‖ Loosely organized into three sections, the volume begins with an 

exploration of theoretical perspectives, including concepts of difference, identity, and the body. 

It follows with a focus on culture and disability and ends by delving into social practice, 

inspiring us all to ponder what it will take to realize inclusive societies. 

 



 

Couser, G. T. (1997).  Recovering bodies: Illness, disability, and life writing.  Madison, WI: 

University of Wisconsin Press. 

 

Literary analysis of the ever-growing genre and subgenre of personal narratives of disability and 

illness. 

   

 
 

Crutchfield, S., & Epstein, M. (Eds.). (2003). Points of contact: Disability, art and culture 

[Corporealities: Discourses of Disability]. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

 

Overview of the role of art in the social construction of disability. Also explores counter images 

of disability in art that resist or talk back to conventional portrayals. 

  

 
 

Davis, L. J. (1995).  Enforcing normalcy: Disability, deafness, and the body.  London & New 

York: Verso. 

 

A critical and historical analysis of the construction of normalcy. Includes a chapter interrogating 

disability and the female nude and concludes with a cogent argument for why disability must be 

included in the usual triad of gender, race and class. 

 
 

Davis, L. J. (Ed.). (1997). The Disability Studies reader. New York: Routledge.  

 

This edited reader is a collection of classic and new essays, as well as fiction and poetry, in the 

field of Disability Studies. This perspective places disability in a political, social, and cultural 

context that theorizes the construction of disability in this society. The authors address such areas 

as feminist theories of disability, the construction of deafness, and disability as metaphor. The 

book is divided into seven sections, including historical perspectives, politics of disability, 

stigma and illness, gender and disability, disability and education, disability and culture, and 

fiction and poetry. This is progressive reading, but it should be of note that it is traditional in the 

sense that Disability Studies translates to ―physical Disability Studies‖ and there is little mention 

of developmental disability. 

 
 

Davis, L. J. (2002). Bending over backwards: Disability, dismodernism & other difficult 

positions [Cultural Front]. New York: New York University Press. 

 

This is a book of essays focusing on themes related to disability identity and Disability Studies. 

He notes the silence regarding disability identity versus other identities such as race, gender, or 

sexual orientation.  He argues that instability of the disability category can be the beginning of a 

new way of thinking about all identity categories. As he states, ―The dismodern era ushers in the 



concept that difference is what all of us have in common. That identity is not fixed but 

malleable.‖ Essays in the book illustrate the key role that Disability Studies can play in terms of 

cultural criticism and theory. 

 
  

Deutsch, H., & Nussbaum, F. (Eds.). (2000). “Defects”: Engendering the modern body 

[Corporealities: Discourses of Disability]. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

 

Organized around three broad topics: disability, monstrosity, and imperfections, the collection 

examines the cultural construction of dis/ability during the early modern and Enlightenment 

periods. The final chapter by Kaplan troubles feminism‘s historical grounding in the rhetoric of 

liberal individualism and autonomy. 

 
 

Eiesland, N. (1997). The disabled God: Toward a liberation theology of disability. Nashville, 

TN: Abingdon Press.  

 

Through this book, Eiesland, who became disabled as a child when she had polio, helps the 

reader to see how the ―hidden history‖ of conventional bodies living ordinary lives with grace 

and dignity, disgust and illusion, can make for both a theological and pastoral contribution. 

Arguing for a liberation theology, she calls on us to move away from our defining of people with 

disabilities as people who need to adjust to a minority group that is subject to social 

stigmatization. While her examples tend to be based on the experiences of people with physical 

disabilities, what she has to say also is insightful for those working to include people with 

developmental disabilities in faith communities. 

 
 

Fawcett, B. (2000). Feminist perspectives on disability. London: Pearson Education. 

 

Illustrates the parallels between Disability Studies and feminist theory, as well as possibilities of 

a feminist poststructuralist approach to the study of impairment and disability. 

 
 

Ferguson, P. (1994). Abandoned to their fate: Social policy and practice toward severely 

retarded people in America, 1820-1920 [Health, Society, and Policy Series]. Philadelphia: 

Temple University Press.  

 

A historical study of social policy and practice toward people labeled "idiots" or "severely 

retarded." Ferguson examines the problem of "chronicity" and shows how people with the most 

severe disabilities have been and continue to be excluded from reform movements. 

 



  

Ferguson, R. J. (2001, July). We know who we are: A history of the blind in challenging 

educational and socially constructed policies--A study in policy archeology [Critical Concerns 

in Blindness Series, No. 1].  San Francisco: Caddo Gap Press. 

 

Most of the academic works dealing with the history of education of blind people and the social 

policies related to the field of blindness in the last century were written by the people who 

worked within the ―blindness system‖ and/or were sympathetic to its interests. This book is a 

rare academic work of its kind that provides a different perspective in order to show the conflicts 

that the organized blind encountered with the professional culture of the blindness system and 

their efforts to create educational policies for the blind instead of in conjunction with the blind. 

By using ―policy archaeology‖ as a framework, the author has made a good attempt to write a 

history, from the perspective of the organized blind, of their struggle against discrimination as 

the result of educational and social policies created by professionals in the area of blindness. 

 

The author describes the nature of the conflicts and issues raised by the organized blind in their 

pursuit of having their voice heard in educational policy decisions related to themselves. 

 
 

Fine, M., & Asch, A. (Eds.). (1988). Women with disabilities: Essays in psychology, culture, 

and politics [Health, Society, and Policy Series]. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 

Fine and Asch, the editors of this volume, have for a number of years been involved in 

examining what it means to be a woman with a disability in today‘s society. Their early 

conceptualization of the problems facing women with disabilities has been very influential in the 

field. This comprehensive, edited collection addresses a wide range of issues that are critical in 

the lives of women with disabilities. The chapters are organized in three categories: ―Bodies and 

Images,‖ ―Disabled Women in Relationships,‖ and ―Policy and Politics.‖ In a lengthy 

introduction, Asch and Fine review past work on the subject and point toward future exploration. 

The editors also close the book with an epilogue entitled, ―Research and Politics to Come.‖ Like 

all collections of essays, the quality is uneven. Taken together, however, this is an important 

collection, covering a broad range of critical issues. For example, the volume addresses issues 

relating to women with developmental disabilities, a group that has traditionally been neglected 

in volumes on women with disabilities. Other critical issues dealt with include:  disability and 

ethnicity, the moral dilemma between reproductive rights and disability rights, a discussion about 

girls with disabilities, and an analysis of the exclusion of women with disabilities from the 

women‘s movement. This is a book that everyone interested in the lives and experiences of 

women with disabilities should read. 

 
  

Fries, K. (1995, September/October). Cross-cultured. Disability Rag & Resource, 47-48. 

 

Fries explores what it is like to be both disabled and gay, to be in the minority in each of his 

communities and the interesting intersections in how a disabled gay man is viewed. He gives the 

example of how gay men are viewed by non-gay people as sex-obsessed, while disabled men are 



stereotyped as asexual. On the other hand, one of the major problems he and others face is lack 

of presence if not invisibility. He asks editors and producers, in particular, to recognize the gay 

disabled man as a character and a reader/viewer. 

 
 

Fries, K. (Ed.). (1997). Staring back: The disability experience from the inside out. New York: 

Plume. 

 

This book, edited by Kenny Fries, explores the experience of disability through writings by 

contributors who have disabilities. The collection includes nonfiction, poetry, fiction, and drama 

by such authors as Nancy Mairs, John Hockenberry, Anne Finger, Adrienne Rich, Mark O‘Brien, 

and Marilyn Hacker. Each chapter explores disability not as something that limits one‘s life, but 

as an experience all its own. Fries considers the theme of this edited book as one of human 

connection, ―connection with the past, connection with one another, connection with our bodies, 

connection with ourselves.‖ 

 
 

Garland-Thomson, R. (1994). Redrawing the boundaries of feminist Disability Studies. Feminist 

Disability Studies, 20(3), 583-597. 

 

In this review essay, Rosemarie Garland-Thomson argues for the recognition of feminist 

Disability Studies within feminism. She states that feminist critical analysis does not usually 

recognize disability as a category of otherness (as it does with race, class, and gender) unless the 

study specifically states this focus. Although helpful, she would like to see a shift away from 

women‘s autobiographical accounts of their own experiences with disability, which often 

promote the ―disaster/terror/pity scenario of disability,‖ to an articulation of feminist Disability 

Studies as a ―major critical subgenre within feminism.‖ She asserts that feminist Disability 

Studies can be located in the broader area of identity politics if discourses of the body marked as 

deviant are included. 

   

To illustrate her argument, Thomson draws on four feminist works.  The first three, Invalid 

Women: Figuring Feminine Illness in American Fiction and Culture, 1840-1940 by Diane 

Price Herndl, Monstrous Imagination by Marie-Helene Huet, and Tattoo, Torture, Mutilation, 

and Adornment: The Denaturalization of the Body in Cultural Text edited by Frances E. 

Mascia-Lees and Patricia Sharpe, do not deal with ―disability‖ specifically; instead, Thomson 

interprets these works in a feminist Disability Studies perspective. She uses the fourth book, 

Barbara Hillyer‘s Feminism and Disability , because it specifically addresses the issue of 

disability and feminism, and because it embodies the feminist principle that the personal is 

political. Thomson hopes that these four books introduce perspective into the emerging field of 

feminist Disability Studies. 

 
 

Gleeson, B. (1999). Geographies of disability. New York: Routledge. 

 



Space, mobility, and accessibility are critically important issues for people with disabilities, but 

this is given very little attention by social policy makers, urban planners, architects, and social 

science researchers. Brendan Gleeson steps into the breach with this book, which looks at how 

geography shapes disabled people‘s experiences and explores the relationship between space and 

disability. Gleeson explicates how space, place, and mobility are central to the lives of people 

with disabilities.   

 

Drawing on a wide range of case studies and historical and contemporary data sources, including 

maps and photographs, Gleeson, an Australian scholar, presents the key theories and issues of 

the geography of disability. The book is organized into three parts. The first part presents a 

critical appraisal of theories of disability and space and develops a disability model based on 

geography. The second part is a historical perspective and relies on case studies to show the 

impact of the emergence of capitalism on the lives of disabled people. The third part explores 

contemporary disability issues: the Western city and the important policies of community care 

and accessibility planning. 

 
  

Goode, D. (1994). A world without words: The social construction of children born deaf and 

blind [Health, Society, and Policy Series]. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.  

 

Based on his study of two girls who were born with rubella and are deaf-blind and mentally 

retarded, Goode argues that despite a use of formal language, human beings can communicate 

and be understood through other means. He shows how the children created their own set of 

symbols to construct their reality using senses other than sight and sound. 

 
  

Groce, N. (1985). Everyone here spoke sign language: Hereditary deafness on Martha's 

Vineyard. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

 

This ethno-historical study is an excellent portrayal of community life for deaf and hearing 

individuals of Martha's Vineyard. The reader is presented with the history of how the deafness 

was brought to the island. The book allows the reader to view the typicality of the lives of 

Islanders who were deaf, typicality due to the community's acceptance and ability to 

communicate with them. Groce takes us beyond the confines of medical or social definitions of 

deviancy and offers evidence that our pre-conceived stereotypes of what a disability may mean 

are really determined by the social construct we create as a society. 

  

This well-researched book is a must, not only for people interested in the field of disabilities, but 

for anyone trying to struggle with inclusion into community life. The book is a simple thesis 

offering a profound message in a wide array of disciplines. It will add thought to issues that will 

remain unresolved and discussed for a long time to come.  

 
  

Herndl, D. P. (1993). Invalid women: Figuring feminine illness in American fiction and 



culture, 1840-1940. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press. 

 

Close textual readings of literary representations of disability and illness in literary texts by such 

authors as Harriet Beecher Stowe, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Edith Wharton, Tillie Olsen, and 

others. 

 
  

Hershey, L.  (various dates).  Poems and tapes: On the lawn , In the way, Dreams of a different 

woman (these are books of poetry); The prostitutes of Nairobi , You get proud by practicing 

(these are tapes of the author reading her poems). Denver, CO: Author. 

 

Hershey‘s very powerful poems are about disability rights and lesbian sexuality. Her work 

includes essays in a variety of periodicals as well as these books and tapes. Well worth sending 

for, at $5 per book and $7 per tape. Some of the poems can be read at 

http://www.cripcommentary.com/ . 

   

 
 

Hillyer, B. (1993). Feminism and disability. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press.  

 

Written out of a need in the feminist movement to include women with disabilities and a need in 

the disability rights movement to address the unique experiences of women, Feminism and 

Disability combines the personal, political, and intellectual aspects of feminist theory and 

disability theory. Hillyer discusses such issues as body awareness, community, nature and 

technology, and the ways in which cultural standards of language, independence, and even 

mother-blaming are constructed. She also challenges political movements which stress 

productivity and normalization in order to include more types of people and more aspects of the 

human condition. 

 
 

Hubbard, R. (1997). Abortion and disability: Who should and should not inhabit the world. In L. 

Davis (Ed.), The Disability Studies reader (pp. 187-202). New York: Routledge. 

 

Links reproductive technologies and genetic testing with the history of eugenics.   

 
  

Imrie, R. (1996). Disability and the city: International perspectives.   London: Paul Chapman 

Publishing Ltd. 

 

Rob Imrie takes exception in this book to the common perception of people with disabilities as 

helpless dependents who survive only on government benefits. Imrie challenges the stereotypes 

of disability as ―pitiful,‖ and as ―less than human,‖ and does so by exploring a critical context 

within which disabled people experience marginalization and ostracism: the built environment 

and physical access. In eight chapters dealing with the city, the physical environment, state 

http://www.cripcommentary.com/


policy, design, planning, and access, Imrie considers the role of design professionals--architects, 

planners, and building control officers–-in the construction of specific spaces which bar people 

with disabilities and keep them out. From broken streets and sidewalks to the absence of FM 

loop systems in buildings, disabled people constantly and repeatedly negotiate hostile 

environments.  Drawing on a range of data and material from the United Kingdom and the 

United States, Imrie shows how the environmental planning system in Britain attempts to address 

the inaccessibility of the built environment, and how people with disabilities contest the 

restrictions placed on their mobility.  Rob Imrie derives his insights from a wide range of social 

science disciplines–-geography, sociology, and environmental planning–-to craft a full picture of 

inaccessibility and struggle. 

 
  

Ingstad, B., & Whyte, S. R. (Eds.). (1995). Disability and culture. Berkeley: University of 

California Press.  

 

This edited book takes a global look at disability. Each chapter reflects understandings of 

disability from different cultures. Its anthropological focus examines the relationship between 

disability and culture, explaining disability in terms of social processes from a multicultural 

perspective. Contributing authors, who have done research in places such as Borneo, Kenya, 

Uganda, Nicaragua, as well as Europe and North America, explore the meanings of different 

types of disabilities to different cultures, and seek to understand the assumptions about humanity 

and personhood derived from their understandings of disability. 

 
  

Jahoda, S. (1995). Theatres of madness. In J. Terry & J. Urla (Eds.), Deviant bodies: Critical 

perspectives on difference in science and popular culture (pp. 251-276). Bloomington, IN: 

Indiana University Press. 

 

Photo-essay of 19th and 20th century representations of insanity and ―female disorders‖ 

juxtaposed with advertising images, letters, diaries, case histories, and fictional texts. 

 
  

Johnson, M. (2003). Make them go away: Clint Eastwood, Christopher Reeve & the case 

against disability rights. Louisville, KY: The Advocado Press. 

 

This must-read book analyzes individual, state, and federal reactions to the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA). Kicking it off with the media examples of Clint Eastwood and 

Christopher Reeve, Mary Johnson, founder and editor of The Disability Rag and Ragged Edge 

magazines, ties together individual experiences, watershed cases, popular culture, and media 

coverage to offer a cultural and historical analysis of disability rights before and after the ADA. 

With an honest tone she confronts an overwhelming prejudice against people with disabilities 

manifest by an inexcusable inaccessibility to the world in which we all live. She describes the 

current state of the ADA and challenges a society that welcomes people with disabilities in 

theory but prevents them from living full lives in practice. ―A law cannot guarantee what a 



culture will not give.‖ 

  

 
 

Keith, L. (Ed.). (1994). Mustn't grumble: Writings by disabled women. London: The Women's 

Press.  

 

This edited book, compiled by a woman with a disability, presents writings by other women who 

have a range of physical disabilities. The short stories and poems included in this book range in 

topic from issues of accessibility to abuse to equality. Disability is framed by these narratives as 

a social, cultural, and political issue, not only as a personal one. This is an excellent account of 

disability issues from a woman's perspective. It is powerful, moving, and educating for all 

readers. 

 
  

Keith, L. (Ed.). (1996). What happened to you? Writings by disabled women. New York: The 

New Press. 

 

Lois Keith compiled collections of fiction, essays, and poetry by disabled women in her new 

book, What Happened to You?   Her goal is to give women with disabilities a space to express 

their views on such topics as abuse, equality, sexuality, prejudice, and legislation dealing with 

disability issues. These narratives construct disability as a cultural and political issue, not only as 

a personal one. 

 
 

Keith, L. (2001). Take up thy bed and walk: Death, disability and cure in classic fiction for 

girls. New York: Routledge. 

 

Literary analysis and critique of disability and gender in 19th- and early 20th-century children‘s 

literature. 

 
 

Kleege, G. (1999). Sight unseen. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 

 

Critical and cultural analysis of both vision and blindness.  Incorporates a critical reading of 

stereotypical tropes of blindness in literature, film, and everyday discourse. 

 

   

 
 

Krieger, L. H. (Ed.). (2003). Backlash against the ADA: Reinterpreting disability rights 

[Corporealities: Discourses of Disability]. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

 

This edited book examines the backlash or resistance to the Americans with Disabilities Act 



(ADA) and disability rights generally by federal courts, the media, and businesses. The 12 

chapters of the book describe how courts have ignored the spirit and watered down the 

provisions of disability rights laws and how the media have misconstrued and ridiculed the 

ADA. The authors argue that judges, media representatives, and others do not understand or 

openly reject the minority group or civil rights model underlying disability rights. Although 

some of the chapters analyze the legal reasoning and interpretations of court cases in depth, the 

book is generally accessible to non-legal readers. In addition to Linda Krieger, contributors 

include Ruth Colker, Lennard Davis, Matthew Diller, Harlan Hahn, Vicki Laden, Wendy Parmet, 

Stephen Percy, Marta Russell, Kay Schriner, Gregory Schwartz, Richard Scotch, Anita Silvers, 

and Michael Stein.  

 
  

Lane, H. (1992). The mask of benevolence: Disabling the Deaf community. New York: Vintage 

Books.  

 

The reviewer wonders if Lane would be put off that this book is annotated in an information 

packet on Disability Studies. Throughout the book, Lane asserts that deafness is not a disability, 

rather it is a linguistic minority, and that the hearing (audist) establishment has a long history of 

oppressing members of this linguistic minority through enforced school mainstreaming, which 

Lane terms the ―most restrictive environment.‖ While Lane does not dispute that other students 

(he discusses students with cognitive impairments and behavioral issues) might require special 

education services, he refutes the idea that deaf students require oral special education.  

 

Much of what Lane presents can be generalized to many other minority groups, including people 

who are labeled with disabilities (e.g., obstacles that the deaf community faces are enforced by 

the hearing community, his discussion of colonialism and paternalism, and the role of the 

oppressed). Much of Lane‘s focus is the hegemony of audist institutions that oppress the Deaf 

cultural minority. Lane attempts to unmask, critique, and fight the institutions that serve to 

oppress and disable deaf people.   

 

While Lane does not critique the ADA itself, he comments upon the necessity of deaf people to 

participate in lobbying for its passing, but he reminds the reader that those energies instead might 

have been spent in lobbying for the application of the Bilingual Education Act to teaching 

students in American Sign Language (ASL). In particular, Lane critiques two main institutions—

the education and medical establishments. The education establishment teaches deaf students 

from a hearing perspective, and Lane emphasizes the need for reform in the education of deaf 

students, for a return to how deaf education operated in the 19th century—residential schools, 

deaf teachers, teaching from a Deaf cultural perspective, ASL as the mode of instruction. Lane 

offers the Gallaudet Revolution of 1988 (Deaf President Now) as a philosophical model for deaf 

people taking back deaf education. Lane acknowledges the controversy surrounding residential 

schools, so he offers a detailed plan to reform the education of deaf students in the mainstream, 

comparing it to bilingual education. Lane also discusses the medical establishment‘s attempt to 

eliminate Deaf culture by enforcing oralism onto deaf children through cochlear implants.  

 

He discusses in depth the history, the process, and the outcomes of implanting cochlear devices. 

In providing the history of the FDA approval of cochlear implants, he discusses the failure of the 



FDA to consult deaf leaders and scholars, thus reinforcing his argument that the Deaf cultural 

minority is devalued and oppressed in the majority audist society.    

   

 
 

Linneman, D. R. (2001). Idiots: Stories about mindedness and mental retardation. New York: 

Peter Lang. 

 

Personal and powerful, this collection of field notes, letters, interviews, and insight challenges us 

all to rethink prevailing notions of intelligence. At the forefront of this book is the concept of 

mental retardation. Sharing his experiences and stories with four children, Linneman confronts 

this socially constructed concept, pointing out the limitations it imposes on children‘s lives and 

on adults‘ perception of children‘s potential. While the feel of this book is anecdotal, it deals 

well with the questionable perpetuation of oppressive assumptions of incompetence and ideas of 

normalcy. Linneman deconstructs the concept of mental retardation and suggests focusing on the 

concept of mindedness rather than embracing unhelpful labels. 

 
  

Linton, S. (1998). Claiming disability: Knowledge and identity [Cultural Front]. New York: 

New York University Press. 

 

In this book, Simi Linton studies disability in relation to identity. She argues that Disability 

Studies must understand the meanings people make of variations in human behavior, appearance, 

and functioning, not simply acknowledge that these variations ―exist.‖ Linton explores the 

divisions society constructs between those labeled disabled and those who are not. She avoids a 

medicalized discussion of disability and promotes the notion that people with disabilities need to 

claim their identities as disabled and as contributing members to the understanding of disability 

as a socio-political experience. 

   

 
 

Linton, S. (1998). Disability Studies/Not Disability Studies. Disability & Society, 13(4), 525-

540. 

 

In this article, Simi Linton seeks to define the boundaries between what should be considered 

Disability Studies and what should not. For reasons that she outlines, she proposes that 

curriculum and research that emphasize intervention should be viewed as separate from 

Disability Studies, which is a socio-political-cultural examination of disability. Linton advocates 

a liberal arts-based model similar to that which frames women's studies and African-American 

studies. 

 
  

Lloyd, M. (1992). Does she boil eggs?  Towards a feminist model of disability. Disability, 

Handicap & Society, 7 (3), 207-221. 

 



The author examines disability from the perspective of women with disabilities. She focuses on 

the social model of disability rather than a medical model and asserts that disability is another 

form of oppression experienced by women. She argues that disabled women have been excluded 

from both the women's movement, which is oriented toward non-disabled women, and from the 

disability rights movement, which is oriented toward disabled men. Using the history of black 

feminism, the author argues for a reframing of the analysis in which to explore the simultaneous 

experiences of gender and disability.   

   

 
 

Longmore, P. K. (2003). Why I burned my book and other essays on disability [American 

Subjects]. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 

This book is composed of a series of essays on disability scholarship and advocacy by historian 

Paul Longmore. The book contains an introduction and four parts. Part One, Analyses and 

Reconstructions, includes essays on disability history, including the League of the Physically 

Handicapped and the Great Depression and Activism in the 1970s and Beyond. Part Two 

addresses portrayals of disability in television and films. Part Three focuses on ethics and 

advocacy, and specifically medical decision making and physician assisted suicide. Part Four, 

Protests and Forecasts , includes essays on disability culture and bioethicist Peter Singer as well 

as an autobiographical account of experiences that lad to the title of the book. 

  

Why I Burned My Book relates to the author‘s public protest of discriminatory and unfair Social 

Security Administration policies that discourage disabled people from working. The book is 

extremely well-written and is must reading for anyone interested in Disability Studies. 

 
 

Longmore, P. K., & Umansky, L. (Eds.). (2001). The new disability history: American 

perspectives [The History of Disability Series]. New York: New York University Press. 

 

Co-edited by Paul K. Longmore (Professor of History and Director of the Institute on Disability 

at San Francisco State University) and Lauri Umansky (Associate Professor of History at Suffolk 

University and the author of Motherhood Reconceived), this volume, containing a collection of 

fourteen essays, contributes to the academic debate on the history of disability in the United 

States. The volume explores the complex meanings of disability as identity and cultural signifier 

in American history. Rejecting the historical examination of disability based on medical 

pathology, the contributors to this collection offer a new approach that examines social, cultural, 

and political factors. 

   

The introductory chapter by the editors emphasizes that ―…like people of color, people with 

disabilities have complex and often hidden histories; these need to be found and explained. Like 

gender, like race, disability must become a standard analytical tool in the historian's tool chest.‖ 

They advocate for the need ―to join the social-constructionist insights and interdisciplinary of 

cultural studies with solid empirical research as we analyze disability's past.‖ 

 

The fourteen essays here are arranged both chronologically and thematically. The timeline runs 



from the early 19th century to the present, with a majority of the pieces situated in the late 19th 

to early 20th centuries. These essays have been divided in three parts and the thematic groupings 

have been titled as (1) "Uses and Contests," (2) "Redefinitions and Resistance," and (3) "Images 

and Identities.‖ As explained by the editors, while these overarching themes appear in each of 

the historical periods in question, they seem to emerge with particular force in the 19th century, 

at the turn of the century, and in the mid-to-late 20th century, respectively. 

 
  

Lonsdale, S. (1990). Women and disability. New York: St. Martin's Press. 

 

Lonsdale explores how women with physical disabilities experience the double discrimination of 

being both a woman and a person with a disability in society. Placing physical disability in a 

social and political context rather than an individual one, she uncovers how women with 

disabilities have been rendered invisible, how they see their self image and body image, how 

physical disability often leads to dependence, and how women experience a loss of civil liberties 

and how they face discrimination. Lonsdale also considers the ways in which these situations can 

change for women; specifically, how policy practices can change so women can achieve greater 

independence. Chapters include subjects such as the social context of disability, invisible 

women, self-image and sexuality, employment, financial consequences of disability, 

discrimination, and independence. 

   

 
 

Luczak, R. (1997). Ten reasons why Michael and Geoff never got it on. In K. Fries (Ed.), 

Staring back: The disability experience from the inside out (pp. 264-277). New York: Plume. 

 

An ironic and sad short story about a deaf man and a hearing man who, though very attracted to 

each other, do not become lovers.  Also in Staring Back:  Gay/lesbian poets Kenny Fries, 

Adrienne Rich, Tim Dlugos, and Elizabeth Clare. 

   

 
 

Makas, E., & Schlesinger, L. (Eds). (1996). End results and starting points: Expanding the 

field of Disability Studies. Richardson, TX: Society for Disability Studies. 

 

This edited book is comprised of chapters from extended abstracts of some of the presentations 

given at the Society for Disability Studies in Rockville, Maryland in 1994. The authors discuss 

numerous topics relating to Disability Studies, although the focus is almost exclusively physical 

disabilities. The book is divided into sections, including: Disabling and Nondisabling Images of 

Disability, Family Reactions to Disability , Cultural Differences in Response to Disability , 

Acknowledging Challenges to Self Determination , A Progress Report on the ADA , Increasing 

Access to Services , Designing Relevant Research , Expanding Approaches to Disability , 

Contact and Communication as Vehicles for Change, Self Definition and Self Support, and The 

Power of Community as an Agent of Social Change. 

 



  

Matson, F. (1990). Walking alone and marching together: A history of the organized blind 

movement in the United States, 1940-1990 (1st ed.). Baltimore: National Federation of the 

Blind. Also available in public domain on the website of the National Federation of the Blind at: 

http://www.nfb.org/books/books1/wamtc.htm  

 

Written by Professor Floyd Matson who happens to be a former student and colleague of 

Professor Jacobus Ten Broek (founder of the National Federation of the Blind [NFB] in 1940), 

this huge volume is a nice compilation and synthesization of various important speeches by the 

leaders of NFB and other relevant documents dealing with various core issues in the field of 

blindness from 1940 to 1990. The book captures the history of the NFB, the largest national 

advocacy organization of the blind in United States. As the author himself summarizes, ―this 

book is the story of those fifty years of Federationism in America: the history of a unique social 

revolution, democratic and nonviolent but not always peaceful; the drama of an irresistible force, 

what some call blind force, colliding again and again with the seemingly immovable objects of 

supervision and superstition; and the narrative of a minority group once powerless, scattered, and 

impoverished coming together as a people and forging an independent movement, gaining self-

expression and learning self-direction, proclaiming normality and demanding equality.‖   

 
  

Meekosha, H. (1998).  Body battles: Bodies, gender, and disability. In T. Shakespeare (Ed.), 

Disability studies reader: Social science perspectives (pp. 163-180).  London & New York, NY: 

Cassell. 

 

Calls for the need for a feminist theory of embodiment complicated by insights gained from 

Disability Studies. 

 
  

Minow, M. (1990). Making all the difference: Inclusion, exclusion, and American law. Ithaca, 

NY: Cornell University Press. 

 

Martha Minow, a renowned Harvard Law School professor, takes a close look at the way our 

legal system operates in dealing with people on the basis of race, gender, age, ethnicity, religion, 

and disability. Minow confronts a number of dilemmas of difference resulting from contradictory 

legal strategies--strategies that either acknowledge or ignore difference when attempting to 

correct inequality. She explores the historical sources of ideas about difference and offers new 

ways of thinking about difference. Minow‘s book is a brief for a new jurisprudence that 

recognizes and respects people‘s difference. 

 

Minow is interested in how people‘s differences are shaped and misshaped by the way the law 

treats difference. Literary and feminist theory, as well as anthropological and social history, 

informs Minow‘s work; she identifies the unstated assumptions about difference that tend to 

perpetuate discrimination through the very reforms that attempt to eliminate it.  Education for 

children with disabilities, bilingual education, and Native American land claims are among some 

http://www.nfb.org/books/books1/wamtc.htm


of the problems Minow discusses from a fresh perspective. 

   

 
 

Mirzoeff, N. (1995).  Framed: The deaf in the harem. In J. Terry & J. Urla (Eds.), Deviant 

bodies: Critical perspectives on difference in science and popular culture (pp. 49-77). 

Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press. 

 

Historical account of how deafness and difference served to shore up Western ideas about 

normalcy. 

 
 

Mitchell, D. T., & Snyder, S. L. (Eds.). (1997). The body and physical difference: Discourses of 

disability [The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism]. Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press. 

 

This collection of fifteen essays explores the subject of human disability by focusing on the 

representations of disability in literature and art throughout history. It aims to introduce 

Disability Studies to the humanities and to challenge conceptions of physical and cognitive 

difference that strengthen definitions of ―normal‖ based on stigmatization of the ―other.‖ In 

outing discourses of disability that perpetuate the dominant ideology of ableism, the contributors 

call for new conceptions of the disabled body in the arts and the rightful place of Disability 

Studies within the humanities. This compelling volume is split into two sections that break down 

the political economy of representations of disability: Part 1, Representations in History and Part 

2, A History of Representations . Authors include Martha Edwards, Martin S. Pernick, Paul K. 

Longmore, Felicity A. Nussbaum, Jan Gordon, and Rosemarie Garland Thomson. 

 
  

Morris, J. (1993). Feminism and disability. Feminist Review, 43 , 57-70. 

 

The author discusses the absence of women with disabilities from feminist scholarship and 

feminist theory. Morris claims that a significant failure of feminism is that it fails to incorporate 

disabled women into its politics, theory, research, and methodology. She argues that feminist 

theory would benefit from the inclusion of the concerns and experiences of disabled women, and 

that feminist theory and feminist methodology have major contributions to make to disability 

research. The author discusses her anger and frustration with feminism in two ways: first, that 

disability is generally invisible from feminism's mainstream agenda, and second, that when 

disability is a subject of research by feminists, the researchers objectify disabled people so that 

the research is alienated from their experiences rather than attempting to understand the 

experiences of disabled women. 

 
 

Morris, J. (1992). Personal and political: A feminist perspective on researching physical 

disability. Disability, Handicap & Society, 7 (2), 157-166. 



 

Morris asserts that feminist theory and methodology have largely ignored and alienated women 

with disabilities and the research conducted by disabled people. She argues that feminist theory 

needs to take up the challenge of applying its principles to the study of disability and to examine 

the lives of disabled women. In turn, Morris feels that disabled women and disability research in 

general has much to learn from feminist methodology; mainly the principle of making the 

personal political. In addition, Morris outlines the role she sees for nondisabled researchers 

interested in researching disability-related issues. She views the role of the nondisabled 

researcher as an ally, and calls on nondisabled as well as disabled researchers to continue to 

study the ways in which the nondisabled society oppresses its members with disabilities. Lastly, 

she argues that disability research is of great importance in the general understanding of the 

perpetuation of inequalities in society. 

 
  

Morris, J. (1998). Pride against prejudice: Transforming attitudes to disabilities (Reprint ed.). 

North Pomfret, VT: Trafalgar Square. 

 

Morris, a disabled feminist and activist, provides a feminist analysis to the study of the 

experiences of women with disabilities. Basing her arguments on the feminist principle that the 

personal is political, Morris eloquently challenges such issues as prejudice, abortion, and the 

notion that people with disabilities lead lives that are not worth living. She further discusses the 

history of people with disabilities in institutions and under the Nazi regime. Morris also 

examines the meaning of disability in Western culture and the meanings of history of 

segregation, dependence, and an emerging independence of people with disabilities. Pride 

Against Prejudice is a commentary on political activism and rights, and stresses the need to fight 

back against the prejudice, stereotypes, and oppression of an ableist culture. 

 
  

Nagler, M. (Ed.). (1993). Perspectives on disability (2nd ed.). Palo Alto, CA: Health Markets 

Research. 

 

In this second edition edited by Mark Nagler, he once again explores the meaning of disability in 

our society. Using an interdisciplinary perspective, he offers articles by sociologists, 

psychologists, therapists, and others to explore the ways in which disability is constructed and 

understood. The book includes a foreword by Evan Kemp Jr. and an introduction by Nagler. He 

divides the book into the following sections: “What It Means To Be Disabled,” “Society and 

Disability,” “The Family and Disability,” “Sexuality and Disability,” “Medical and 

Psychological Issues and Disability,” “Education, Employment, Social Planning and 

Disability,” and “Legal And Ethical Issues and Disability.” The selections for this second 

edition are good, but there are not many articles relating to people with developmental 

disabilities. This is the one main weakness of this text. 

 
  

Nielsen, K. (2001). Helen Keller and the politics of civic fitness.  In P. K. Longmore & L. 



Umansky (Eds.), The new disability history: American perspectives (pp. 268-290). New York: 

New York University Press. 

 

Explores why, despite her affiliation with a range of radical social and political identities, Helen 

Keller failed to bring such politicized understandings to the topic of disability or blindness.  

  

 
 

O'Brien, R. (2001). Crippled justice: The history of modern disability policy in the workplace. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

Inspired by the lack of change and negative reaction after the passage of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), O‘Brien traces the history of people with disabilities in the 

workplace from World War II to the present. From normalization and vocational rehabilitation to 

a lack of support for rights-oriented disability policy, she identifies the roots of a perpetuated 

inequality at the workplace in society‘s attitudes toward disability. This book outs societal 

resistance to disability rights by examining the social and political implications of the historical 

debate for civil rights and its continuation today. Central to this current debate is the state of the 

ADA, and O‘Brien clearly describes the dangers of where we are so that we can work to 

overcome these barriers in future successes. 

 
  

O‘Connor, E. (2000). Raw material: Producing pathology in Victorian culture. Durham, NC: 

Duke University Press.  

 

Focuses on the cultural production pathology in Victorian culture.  Includes chapters on 

Victorian beliefs about the causes of breast cancer, as well as chapters on masculinities and 

prosthetic technologies. 

 
  

Oliver, M. (1990). The politics of disablement. London: The MacMillan Press. 

 

Michael Oliver, a renowned British disability rights theoretician, gives voice in this book to the 

challenge disabled people have hurled at the dominant ideology that devalues and demeans 

disability as a medical condition. Oliver argues that disability is a social problem, and that 

society needs to change how it conceptualizes and deals with disability. He takes a look at the 

individualized and medicalized views of disability and describes how they have been produced 

in a capitalist society. Oliver also analyzes the possibilities of achieving political change in the 

capitalism of the late 20th century and how the emerging disability rights movement has a role in 

effectuating change. 

 
  

Oliver, M. (1996). Understanding disability: From theory to practice.   New York: Palgrave. 

 



Michael Oliver, the preeminent British disability rights theoretician, engages in a wide-ranging 

collection of essays with recent and perennial problems involving disability, citizenship and 

community care, social policy and welfare, education, rehabilitation, and the politics of new 

social movements. Reflecting on his own life as a disabled person and theorizing about the 

broader social, economic, and political aspects of disability, Oliver attempts to deepen and 

broaden our understanding of disability. 

 

The book consists of eleven essays and represents Oliver‘s vision of moving from theory to 

practice in various contexts such as welfare, education, rehabilitation, and politics. Oliver seeks 

to apply a materialist analysis to disability issues, rooting his theoretical insights in the current 

realities of society that impact on disabled people. 

 
  

Pelka, F. (1997). The ABC-CLIO companion to the disability rights movement. Santa Barbara, 

CA: ABC-CLIO, Inc. 

 

This text is a general introduction to the disability rights movement and the people and court 

cases that support or challenge it. It includes entries on such people as Ed Roberts and Judy 

Heumann. The book is organized as a dictionary, and has references from every aspect of the 

disability rights movement, from court cases to famous people, to historical events and disability 

culture. It also includes a chronology, beginning with the founding of the American School for 

the Deaf in 1817 and concluding in 1996. 

 
 

Pernick, M. S. (1996). The black stork: Eugenics and the death of "defective" babies in 

American medicine and motion pictures since 1915. Oxford and New York: Oxford University 

Press, Inc. 

 

Based on extensive research, this text uses the story of a Chicago surgeon who allowed the death 

of the infants he diagnosed as so-called "defectives" in the 1910s. The case was well publicized 

through the print and film media. The author goes into depth to analyze the broader questions on 

how eugenics became linked with euthanasia and social prejudice, how medicine influences 

modern culture, and how mass culture redefined key medical concepts. As the author 

summarizes in the first chapter, the book explains: ―‘Mass culture,' which includes any 

production made for a mass audience whether or not it was demonstrably ‗popular‘ in origin, 

constituted a crucial battleground on which professionals, popularizers, journalists, censors,   and 

audiences struggled to shape the meanings of ‗eugenics‘ and ‗euthanasia‘ and to define the 

connection between them.‖ This text is a great source to understand the eugenics movement and 

the role of film media in the pre-Nazi era since the 1910s, particularly for those in biomedical 

ethics, medical care, disability rights activists, and film enthusiasts.  

 
  

Reinders, H. (2000). The future of the disabled in liberal society: An ethical analysis. Notre 

Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press. 



 

Hans Reinders, Professor of Ethics and Mental Disability at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam, 

shows the meaning of life and the place of the disabled person cannot adequately be understood 

within liberal society. As Reinders argues in his book, liberal society gives us two conflicting 

messages: on the one hand, it encourages prenatal diagnosis and selective abortion, but on the 

other hand it breaks down barriers so as to help improve the lives of people with disabilities. This 

is a philosophical treatise in three parts in which Reinders shifts the discussion from the medical 

paradigm of disability to the paradigm of normalization where potential for life and love is 

emphasized and valued. Given the Human Genome Project that seeks to uncover the billions of 

genes that regulate human life and that seeks to give humankind the power to correct physical 

and mental ―anomalies,‖ Reinders raises very interesting philosophical questions about 

liberalism, morality, genetics, reproduction, dependency and responsibility for others.   

 
 

Rothman, D. J., & Rothman, S. M. (1984). The Willowbrook wars: A decade of struggle for 

social justice. New York: Harper & Row, Publishers. 

 

Documents events that occurred after court-ordered reforms of Willowbrook, an institution for 

people labeled mentally retarded. Rothman and Rothman followed events at Willowbrook from 

1975 to 1982 in an attempt to understand social reform and its implications for people being 

deinstitutionalized. 

 
 

Russell, M. (1998). Beyond ramps: Disability at the end of the social contract. Monroe, ME: 

Common Courage Press. 

 

Written in the immediate post-ADA era in the second half of the 1990s, through a radical 

perspective based on the political economy approach, this book vividly exposes the evils of a 

capitalistic and charity model and its impact on the marginalized people such as the poor, the 

elderly, and particularly people who are disabled. The author questions the rhetoric of civil rights 

as enshrined under ADA in the absence of concrete affirmative action to bring about a significant 

change in the lives of disabled people in United States. She makes reference to the models of 

social policies in a country like Sweden to cite an example of greater social justice in regard to 

the treatment of the disabled. 

 
  

Schlesinger, L., & Taub, D. E. (Eds.). (2003). Instructional materials for sociology and 

Disability Studies. Washington, DC: ASA Teaching Resources Center. 

 

This packet includes a broad array of information related to teaching sociology and Disability 

Studies. The information is organized into the following sections: Editors’ Introduction; 

Introductory Articles; Disability Studies: Interdisciplinary and International Perspectives , 

including articles on Disability Studies, syllabi for Disability Studies courses, syllabi for other 

interdisciplinary courses, and syllabi for courses taught outside the United States; Sociology of 



Disability Courses , including syllabi for sociology of disability courses and syllabi for courses 

on social psychology and disability; Sociology and Disability Courses, including a syllabus for a 

course on the sociology of Deafness and Deaf people, syllabi for courses on health and disability, 

syllabi for courses on gender and disability, syllabi for courses on social policy and disability, 

and syllabi for courses on representations of disability in literature and the arts; Disability Studies 

in General Sociology Courses , including articles on the inclusion of disability and syllabi for 

general sociology courses; Exercises and Assignments , including book reviews, exercises, 

assignments that focus on writing, media, film, and videos, and other projects; Additional 

Resources , including articles, recent publications and bibliographies, journals and magazines, 

and films, music and art. 

 
 

Scotch, R. K. (2001). From good will to civil rights: Transforming federal disability policy (2nd 

ed.) [Health, Society, and Policy Series]. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 

First published in 1984, this book was a landmark contribution to Disability Studies at a time 

when the disability rights movement was gaining momentum in the United States. In its first 

edition (1984), the author traced the changes in federal disability policy, focusing on the 

development and implementation of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The second 

edition (published in 2001) includes an added epilogue which briefly touches upon the effects 

and disappointments associated with the Americans with Disabilities Act, passed in 1990, in the 

context of the continuing movement to secure full civil rights for people with disabilities in the 

1990s.  

 
 

Shakespeare, T. (Ed.). (1998). The disability reader: Social science perspectives. London and 

New York: Cassell. 

 

This reader offers to the student or researcher new to the field a broad introduction to Disability 

Studies from a social science perspective. The volume focuses on Disability Studies as it has 

evolved in Britain. In the ―Introduction,‖ the editor describes the book as promoting a dialogue 

between new disability researchers, the political disability community, and traditional academic 

approaches. The book is composed of three parts. Part One contains two articles that provide a 

background to the origins and development of Disability Studies. Part Two attempts to cover the 

range of approaches within contemporary Disability Studies, including sociology, education, 

geography, and cultural studies. The final part, which contains five chapters, discusses various 

controversies and directions for the field.  The editor does not claim this collection to be either 

comprehensive or exhaustive, but rather to offer an ―introduction to the types of intellectual and 

political engagements which are taking place…‖ 

 
  

Shakespeare, T., Gillespie-Sells, K., & Davies, D. (1996). The sexual politics of disability: 

Untold desires. London: Cassell Publications.  

 



One of the authors of this British book is Kathy Gillespie-Sells, a lesbian with a disability. She 

also runs Regard, an organization and campaigning group for lesbians and gay men with 

disabilities. Regard‘s email address is regard@dircon.co.uk . Chapter 6, “Double the Trouble?”, 

is about being gay or lesbian and disabled. Lesbian, gay, and bisexual accounts occur elsewhere 

in the book, but this chapter deals exclusively with their issues, including community access, 

prejudice against disability, choosing a living situation, and practical issues such as how one can 

meet people when he or she is accompanied by personal assistants. 

 
  

Shapiro, J. P. (1993). No pity: People with disabilities forging a new civil rights movement. 

New York: Times Books. 

 

This well-written book presenting a nice account of the disability rights movement was 

published soon after the passing of the ADA. The author is a well-known journalist who was 

covering social issues for the U.S. News & World Report at the time of the writing of this book. 

It is a product of the author‘s research of five years which involved over 2,000 interviews with 

hundreds of disabled people. Written in People First language and based on the ―minority 

model‖ approach, the book vividly and succinctly covers the disability rights movement 

primarily since the late 1960s onward leading to the passing of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

the Education for All Handicapped Children Act (1975) and culminating in the passing of the 

ADA.  

 
  

Shildrick, M., & Price, J. (1999). Breaking the boundaries of the broken body. In J. Price & M. 

Shildrick (Eds.), Feminist theory and the body: A reader (pp. 432-444). London and New York: 

Routledge. 

 

Argues for a radical politics of disability that conceives disability as a transgressive category that 

―demands that we rethink not simply the boundaries of the body, but equally those between 

sameness and difference, and indeed self and other‖ (p. 442). 

 
 

Smith, J. D. (1985). Minds made feeble: The myth and legacy of the Kallikaks. Austin, TX: 

PRO-ED.  

 

Debunking Goddard's infamous Kallikak study that purported to show the hereditary 

transmission of "feeblemindedness," Smith traces members of the Kallikak family and 

demonstrates how facts were twisted by the eugenicists to prove their theories. 

 
 

Snyder, S. L., Brueggemann, B. J., & Garland-Thomson, R. (Eds.). (2002). Disability Studies: 

Enabling the humanities. New York: The Modern Language Association of America. 

 

mailto:regard@dircon.co.uk


This collection of 25 essays builds on earlier volumes and claims an overdue space for Disability 

Studies within the humanities. Stressing that disability remains an unspoken topic or stigmatized 

subject, this collection defines the ―universalization of disability across the humanities‖ and both 

the need and benefits of studying disability as a subject of critical inquiry and category of critical 

analysis. It demonstrates how to integrate ideas and representations of disability into all teaching 

and scholarship, as well as people with disabilities into academia. The essays then become 

models of disability finally being recognized as an important aspect of diversity and tied to larger 

social justice values, worthy of the highest scholarship in literary and language studies. 

 
  

Stiker, H. (1999). A history of disability (W. Sayers, Trans.) [Corporealities: Discourses of 

Disability]. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. (Original work published 1987). 

     

Stiker offers a framework for analyzing disability across the ages in this thorough and passionate 

work. Focusing on cultural reactions to disability from ancient times to the present, he examines 

the societal assumption that sameness and conformity are ideal, thus preventing the celebration 

of diversity. He reflects on how attitudes toward disability reveal the true nature of societies and 

offers plenty of examples suggesting that difference is still demonized, disability stigmatized. He 

proposes a ―discourse of difference‖ that would allow society to finally achieve its potential and 

humanity by embracing all members. The book takes on a conversational style but is thorough. It 

includes a foreword by David T. Mitchell and the chapters The Bible and Disability: The Cult of 

God; Western Antiquity: The Fear of the Gods ; The System of Charity ; The Classical Centuries: 

The Chill ; and The Birth of Rehabilitation . 

 
  

Taylor, S. J., & Bogdan, R. (1989). On accepting relationships between people with mental 

retardation and nondisabled people: Towards an understanding of acceptance. Disability, 

Handicap & Society, 4(1), 21-36.  

 

The authors discuss a "sociology of acceptance" as a theoretical model for understanding 

relationships between people without disabilities and people with mental retardation. They state 

that family, religious commitment, humanitarian sentiments, and feelings of friendship are all 

sentiments expressed by nondisabled people who have relationships with people with mental 

retardation. 

 
 

Thompson, K., & Andrezejewski, J. (1989). Why can’t Sharon Kowalski come home? Denver, 

CO: Spinsters Ink. 

 

This book by Karen Thompson, a woman whose lover Sharon Kowalski was injured in a car 

accident, tells the story of her fight to have authority over Sharon‘s care and living situation after 

her brain injury. Kowalski‘s parents, to whom she had not yet come out, refused to acknowledge 

their relationship and took steps to prevent Thompson from visiting or having any say in their 

daughter‘s care. Their low expectations of their disabled daughter and of the rehabilitation 



system, combined with their disbelief and homophobia, resulted in their daughter being 

warehoused without the opportunity to see many of the people she loved. The book was 

published before Thompson successfully obtained guardianship. A powerful and descriptive 

narrative. 

 
 

Thomson, R. G. (1997). Extraordinary bodies: Figuring physical disability in American 

culture and literature. New York: Columbia University Press.  

 

This is a key work in the field of literary criticism and Disability Studies. It examines literary and 

cultural representations of physical disability, framing disability within a cultural and minority 

context rather than a medical one. The book contains three parts. Part I, Politicizing Bodily 

Differences , provides an introduction as well as a theoretical framework.  Part II, Constructing 

Disabled Figures: Cultural and Literary Sites, examines American freak shows, as well as 

representations of disability in literature, including Harriet Beecher Stowe, Toni Morrison, and 

Audre Lorde. In a brief conclusion, the author summarizes her intent in this writing ―to critique 

the politics of appearance that governs our interpretations of physical difference, to suggest that 

disability requires accommodation rather than compensation, and to shift our conception of 

disability from pathology to identity.‖ 

 
 

Thomson, R. G. (2001).  Seeing the disabled: Visual rhetorics of disability in popular 

photography. In P. K. Longmore & L. Umansky (Eds.), The new disability history: American 

perspectives (pp. 335-374). New York: New York University Press. 

 

Illustrates taxonomy of four visual rhetorics employed in the visual representation of disability in 

popular photography. 

 
  

Tremain, S. (Ed.). (1996). Pushing the limits: Disabled dykes produce culture. London: 

Women‘s Press. 

 

This anthology begins with ―Introduction: We‘re here. We‘re disabled and queer. Get used to it,‖ 

by Shelley Tremain, and is divided into seven sections: searching; becoming; loving; 

positioning; enduring; not surrendering; and testifying, with five to twelve pieces by disabled 

dykes in each section. This sensitive, intelligent, and questioning collection addresses topics such 

as the power and importance of language, the misuses of power, the corruption and convenience 

that governs the medical profession, and the passive disinterest of non-disabled sisters. The 

selections include essays, poetry, stories, and personal narratives. 

 
  

Trent, J. W. (1994). Inventing the feeble mind: A history of mental retardation in the United 

States [Medicine in Society]. Berkeley: University of California Press. 



 

James W. Trent, Jr. is an Associate Professor of Sociology and Social Work at Southern Illinois 

University at Edwardsville and also happens to be the 1995 winner of the Hervey B. Wilbur 

Award of the American Association on Mental Retardation. In this well documented study, Trent 

uses public documents, private letters, investigative reports, and rare photographs to present an 

interesting historical analysis of mental retardation and the evolution of the institutional system 

for people labeled mentally retarded in industrialized American society. The book goes into 

depth about the process of institutional treatment of people labeled intellectually disabled in the 

United States over the past 150 years and vividly traces the practices leading to an institutional 

system. It is a great contribution to the social history of the United States and an excellent source 

for students, researchers, human-services professionals, as well as historians engaged in the area 

of intellectual disabilities.  

 
 

Vernon, A. (1998). Multiple oppression and the disabled people‘s movement. In T. Shakespeare 

(Ed.), The disability reader: Social science perspectives (pp. 201-210).  London & New York: 

Cassell. 

 

Advocates for an analysis of simultaneous oppressions of race, gender, sexuality, age, and class 

in Disability Studies scholarship and activism. 

 
  

Wendell, S. (1999).  Feminism, disability, and transcendence of the body.  In J. Price & M. 

Shildrick (Eds.), Feminist theory and the body: A reader (pp. 324-334). London and New York: 

Routledge. 

 

Critiques contemporary feminist theorizing around the body as uninformed by the lived 

experience of women with disabilities and argues for a rethinking of the possibilities for strategic 

transcendence of the body in ways that do not necessarily lead to alienation. 

 
 

Wendell, S. (1997). Toward a feminist theory of disability. In L. J. Davis (Ed.), The Disability 

Studies reader (pp. 260-278). New York: Routledge. 

 

The author argues that disability is not a ―biological given,‖ rather it is a social construction of 

biological reality (like gender) and because of this, the fact that 16% of women have disabilities, 

and that feminist thinkers have raised the most radical issues concerning cultural attitudes to the 

body, a feminist theory of disability is needed. Wendell argues that those with disabilities are 

constructed as ―the other‖ and because of this are seen as failing to control their bodies (control 

of our bodies is demanded by society) and as symbolizing the threat of pain, limitation, 

dependency, and death. She calls for people with disabilities and their knowledge and experience 

with their bodies to be fully integrated into society, and concludes that in this way bodies would 

be liberated.   



 
 

Wendell, S. (1996). The rejected body: Feminist philosophical reflections on disability. London 

and New York: Routledge. 

 

In The Rejected Body, Susan Wendell, a woman with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, draws 

parallels between her own experiences with illness to feminist theory and Disability Studies. She 

argues (as many others have), that feminist theory has neglected to incorporate the perspectives 

and experiences of women with disabilities, and that these perspectives must be included in 

future discussions of feminist ethics, the body, and the social critique of the medical model. 

Wendell also examines how cultural attitudes about the body contribute to disability oppression 

and society's unwillingness to accept different types of bodies. 

 
  

Wolfensberger, W. (1975). The origin and nature of our institutional models (Rev. ed.). 

Syracuse, NY: Human Policy Press.  

 

This is an analysis of the development of and growth in institutions in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. The book examines institutionalization in terms of the ideas and philosophies of 

leaders in the field of mental retardation. This book contains the foundations for Wolfensberger's 

influential writings about "normalization." 

 
  

Autobiographies/Personal Narratives 

This section highlights autobiographies and personal narratives of people with disabilities.  

   

 
 

Barron, J., & Barron, S. (1992). There’s a boy in here. New York: Simon & Schuster.  

 

There’s A Boy In Here tells two stories: that of the mother of a child with autism, and that of the 

child. The book is mainly told from the mother‘s point of view, recounting her gradual 

recognition that something was ―wrong‖ with her baby. Judy Barron describes in great detail her 

son Sean‘s difficult behaviors, his tantrums, his compulsions and fixation, and his seeming 

indifference to his family, and her own tumultuous efforts to simultaneously understand his 

behaviors and help him diminish them. Sean then retells some of these parent accounts with his 

own memories of these events; in particular, he emphasizes how these fixations and behaviors 

were not only pleasurable for him, but were also an attempt to regulate and control his 

environment and lessen the possibilities of failure for him. Judy chronicles the family‘s treatment 

at the hands of psychology and medical professionals—Judy is repeatedly addressed as 

―Mother,‖ not by her own name, and Sean‘s autism is blamed on her—and Sean writes of his 

fear and distrust of these professionals. Except for nine months he spent in a residential school, 



Sean was fully included in general education throughout his schooling, and Sean provides a 

detailed perspective of his classroom experiences. The cover of the book states that it tells ―the 

story of his emergence from autism‖ and the narrative hinges upon Sean‘s realization that he 

must gain control of his compulsions, his fears, and his behaviors in order to ―breakthrough‖ and 

―overcome autism.‖ While the account provides the perspectives of both the parent and the 

autistic person, the narrative ultimately reinforces the idea that autism is something to be cured, 

to be overcome, to be vanquished.                          

 
  

Blackman, L. (1999). Lucy’s story: Autism and other adventures. Mt. Ommaney, Australia: 

Book in Hand.  

 

In her autobiography, Lucy Blackman gives a very detailed insider‘s view of autism before and 

after she learned to communicate through typing.  Blackman adeptly discusses the social 

construction of speech and how her lack of a method of communication allowed the process of 

the experience of receiving and speaking to pass her by in her early years.  In her later years, she 

developed a friendship with an Australian writer who became her mentor in her burgeoning 

desire to be a writer.  This book, as well as being a fascinating autobiographical narrative, is 

essential reading on the aspects of sensory discrimination, issues of visual perception, and 

discussion of the rituals associated with autism.  Blackman also provides an in depth discussion 

of her school placements, what worked, what did not work in her school settings, and how her 

family relationships bridged both her school and communication gaps.  A majority of the book 

provides a comprehensive discussion of the method of facilitated communication 

(FC).  Blackman goes into meticulous detail as to how she came to learn FC and she takes text 

from when she first acquired the method and analyzes it to show the process of 

communication.  In this discussion she provides her own explanation for message passing errors 

(language keys, personal communication perceptions, vision issues), and discusses how she used 

the method in high school—what types of classroom situations and student-teacher/home 

communication methods were successful and not.  Blackman also gives the reader an honest and 

sometimes humorous account of her relationship with her mother and sisters.       

 
  

Bérubé, M. (1996). Life as we know it:  A father, family, and an exceptional child. New York: 

Vintage Books.  

 

This remarkable book is a father's story of the life of his 4-year-old son James, who has Down 

syndrome. It is far more than just a personal memoir of his son's birth and young life. In 

following the developmental stages, social experiences, and involvement with social services 

that James passes through, Bérubé explores their social implications, including such topics as IQ 

testing, the politics of education, disability law, social services, health care, and entitlements. 

Implicit in these discussions are not just his own family's experiences in these realms, but also 

concepts such as social justice, what it means to be human, and what kind of society is valued 

and by what means we determine this value.     

 



  

Callahan, J. (1989). Don’t worry, he won’t get far on foot. New York: Vintage Books. 

 

Equal parts laugh-out-loud funny and angering to the point of disbelief, this is John Callahan‘s 

story told in his own words and pictures. John is a cartoonist whose work not only challenges but 

attacks and explodes social norms. He is also a quadriplegic and recovering alcoholic who has 

suffered through abusive support providers, endured battles with the welfare system, maintained 

his vicious sense of humor, and emerged from some difficult times happy, successful, and 

determined to change prevailing attitudes about disability, potential, normalcy, and employment. 

He shares all of his experiences and lessons learned in a straightforward way that does not allow 

pity or ego to enter the picture. He describes his own brand of faith and sheds some light on our 

collective humanity. 

 
  

Fries, K. (1997). Body, remember. New York: Plume.  

 

In this memoir, Kenny Fries explores his life and experiences with his disability. Having been 

born with congenital deformities that affected the lower part of his body, Fries searches medical 

records, talks with family and friends, and examines past relationships in order to better 

understand his disability. In addition to an understanding of his physical body, Fries also 

explores his sexuality and personal relationships. This is a memoir about disability, but it is also 

about the discovery and understanding of his identity. 

 
 

Grealy, L. (1994). Autobiography of a face. New York: HarperCollins. 

 

Autobiography Of A Face is Lucy Grealy‘s compelling account of her experience with childhood 

cancer. The narrative‘s starting point of view is that of Grealy as a child, from her early 

diagnosis at age nine, replete with the singular distinction of being sick and thus being special 

and not having to turn in a book report, through surgery that removed half of her jaw, almost 

three years of radiation and chemotherapy, to her growing awareness that she is alone and 

experientially set apart from her family, her classmates, and her physicians. The book chronicles 

her hospital and school experiences (an encounter with her junior high guidance counselor is 

particularly poignant) as well as her internal struggle to eschew the mirrors that reflect 

difference, what she gradually realizes is, by society‘s standards, her ―ugliness‖ or to embrace 

the mirrors that reflect liberation from image and instead reflect the face of the self. Many issues 

converge in this account, including family attitudes (bravery, not crying, and minimizing 

expressing pain are valued), the cruelty of children, the medicalization of difference (Grealy 

underwent 15 years of surgery to ―improve‖ her appearance), beauty and Beauty, and self-

awareness and freedom from the dictates of society. 

 
  

Grandin, T. (1995). Thinking in pictures: And other reports from my life. New York: Bantam 

Doubleday Dell Publishers Groups, Inc. 



 

Thinking In Pictures is about the childhood and development of Temple Grandin, a woman with 

autism. She likens herself to the robotic character, Data, on the science fiction television 

program, Star Trek: The Next Generation . She says words are like a second language to her, 

noting that she thinks primarily in images. Grandin, who holds a Ph.D. in animal science and has 

designed equipment that revolutionized the livestock industry, proposes that genius and autism 

may sometimes be closely related. 

 
 

Hale, M .J. G., & Hale, Jr., C. M. (1999). “I had no means to shout.” Bloomington, IN: 1st 

Books. 

 

Charles Hale, a man with autism, discovered the communication technique of facilitated 

communication (FC) when he was 36 years old, and this book chronicles his life before and after 

he began to use FC through both Charles‘ and his mother‘s narratives. When he was a child, 

Hale was diagnosed as ―trainably mentally retarded,‖ and it was not until he began using FC that 

he discovered he was autistic. The book opens with a history and discussion of the facilitated 

communication method and the controversy surrounding the method. While the book is primarily 

written by Mary Jane, Charles‘ comments are liberally spread throughout the text. While some of 

Charles‘ narrative has been edited for easier reading, the authors make a conscious choice to 

leave many of Charles‘ passages as originally typed, so that reader can see the clear intended 

meaning through errors made while using the method. The narrative provides, in Charles‘ voice, 

a fascinating and detailed insiders‘ perspective to what autism feels like, how Charles‘ apraxia 

and dyspraxia have affected his life and his communication, and how FC allows Charles not to 

emerge from autism, but rather, to express himself ―as the intelligent, cognizant man he really 

is.‖                 

 
  

Hockenberry, J. (1995). Moving violations: War zones, wheelchairs, and declarations of 

independence. New York: Hyperion.  

 

Moving Violations is an honest and often humorous account of Hockenberry‘s life as a man with 

a disability. He takes the reader on a journey in which he reflects upon the events in his life, from 

the accident that, at age 19, caused a spinal cord injury, to his work as a nationally renown 

broadcast journalist. He does not flinch at talking about the personal aspects of disability. And he 

shares the adventures of his career, such as riding a mule up a mountainside with Kurdish 

refugees who were being driven from their land by the Iraqis after Desert Storm. Hockenberry 

also explains how his disability, rather than limiting him, is a window through which he frames 

his view of the world--how it expands his gaze and gives him insight that defines who he is and 

what he does.  

 
  

Kennedy, M. J. (1994, February). The disability blanket. Mental Retardation, 32(1), 74-76.  

 



In this article, Michael Kennedy discusses his experiences being labeled under the ―blanket term 

disabled.‖ First, he talks about ways that privacy is invaded under the disability blanket. This 

includes the degrading experience of having to attend meetings and deal with reams of 

paperwork related to other people‘s ideas about goals for you. Second, he notes that under the 

disability blanket you are always being evaluated, but are hardly ever asked to evaluate the 

services you get. Third, everything you do must be part of a ―program.‖ He concludes by stating, 

―If we could get out from under the disability blanket, the world would look different for us. 

We‘d still get services but they wouldn‘t be programs…Professionals would treat us like they 

would want to be treated…We‘d hear about more of our options, and we‘d get support in 

choosing what best fit our wants and needs.‖ 

 
  

Lubchenco, L. O., & Crocker, A. C. (1997). Bus girl: Poems by Gretchen Josephson. 

Cambridge, MA: Brookline Books.  

 

This book consists of 25 poems written by Gretchen Josephson, a woman with Down syndrome. 

She started writing poetry while still in her teens, when she began a job as a bus girl at a 

restaurant. Her poetry chronicles her life experiences with family, friends, love, and other areas 

of life. The editors have divided her poetry into sections, which include Bus Girl , Love for 

Always, Vacations and Travel , Family, Death and Greed , Faith, and Other Poems . Unlike 

other artistic works such as Musn’t Grumble edited by Lois Keith, Josephson does not write 

about disability. Instead, she simply creates poetry about her life. 

 
 

Mairs, N. (1997). Waist-high in the world: A life among the disabled. Boston: Beacon Press.  

 

Nancy Mairs, a brilliant essayist and poet who has authored six previous books, reflects upon her 

experiences as a woman with multiple sclerosis in Waist-High In The World.  She discusses such 

topics as adjusting to change, reconciling body image, experiencing sexuality and pleasure, and 

seeking equality and justice. She also probes other disability issues, such as assisted suicide and 

selective abortion, and she revisits an article she once wrote for Glamour magazine that focused 

on young people with disabilities. 

 
  

Mason, M. (2000). Incurably human. London: Working Press. 

 

Simultaneously personal and philosophical, this book is both a celebration of and call for 

inclusive communities and schools. Micheline Mason shares some of her experiences growing 

up and living with a disability in London. She challenges the dominant ideology of the medical 

model that suggests that she and others with disabilities are broken and need to be fixed, 

stressing that she is fully human as she is and does not need or desire a cure. The book chronicles 

her personal journey from experiencing segregation and discrimination to living a full life, 

fighting prejudice, and working for inclusive societies. She has dedicated the book to Marsha 

Forest, Jack Pearpoint, Judith Snow, John O‘Brien, and Herb Lovett who ―flew in as a team, 



crashed through our British reserve and, in their generosity, gave us the language and the tools of 

inclusion.‖ The book is divided into four sections: Exclusion Harms Everyone, The Inclusion 

Movement , Inclusive Education , Glimpses of a Possible Future.  

 
 

Mukhopadhyay, T. R. (2000). Beyond the silence: My life, the world and autism. London: The 

National Autistic Society.  

 

This work is an autobiographical narration of a young poet who happens to be an autistic child 

and it includes a collection of his selected poems with a foreword by Lorna Wing. Rajarshi 

Mukhopadhyay, known as Tito, wrote this fascinating narration before he was 12 years old in 

July 2000. Tito was also a subject of one hour-long BBC documentary and various newspaper 

articles including one published in the New York Times . This work represents a realistic 

presentation of what kind of struggle he and his parents had to go through during his early 

childhood in his native country (India) where intellectual disabilities like autism are hardly 

known or recognized. As pointed out in the editor‘s note, ―To retain the integrity of Tito‘s 

writing, very little has been changed. Changes have only been made to ensure clarity, and [ ] 

have been used where information has been added.‖ The work provides a vivid description of the 

experience of living with autism in a country like India and Tito‘s thoughts about the meaning of 

life presented in a highly philosophical and poetic manner. The book is divided into four 

sections. The initial two sections present Tito‘s autobiographical narration while the remaining 

two sections present a collection of his selected poems.   

 
 

Murphy, R. F. (1987). The body silent: An anthropologist embarks on the most challenging 

journey of his life: Into the world of the disabled. London and New York: W.W. Norton. 

 

Robert Murphy, an anthropologist by trade, eloquently and honestly describes how paralysis--

and all disability--affects identity and interaction with others based on their reactions to 

disability. This book is his anthropological field trip to the world of disability, detailing his 

experiences and thoughts before, during, and after he becomes paralyzed during his 40s. The 

journey is compelling in itself and also offers a backdrop and source for inquiry into notions of 

stigmatization, independence/dependence, physical condition, and normalcy. This is a powerful 

book in which Murphy not only shares his personal story but deals with and challenges the 

ableism and medical model of disability he endures once he becomes disabled himself. It is split 

into three sections of three chapters each: I. In the Beginning (Signs and Symptoms, The Road to 

Entropy, The Return) II. Body, Self, and Society (The Damaged Self, Encounters, The Struggle 

for Autonomy) III. On Living (The Deepening Silence, Love and Dependency, There‘s No Cure 

for Life). 

 
 

Nolan, C. (1987). Under the eye of the clock. New York: Arcade Publishing, Inc. 

 

Christopher Nolan is an award-winning Irish poet and novelist who has cerebral palsy, uses a 



wheelchair, and writes with a stick attached to his forehead while someone cups his chin for 

stability. Under the Eye of the Clock is his autobiography (told as the story of Joseph Meehan), 

a lyrical and metaphorical account of his family, schooling, faith, and emergence as a celebrated 

poet. Joseph communicates with eye movements, facial expressions, and body language that his 

family and friends decode, and Joseph used his language to tell his family and teachers at the 

Central Remedial Clinic School that he wanted to attend the local comprehensive school. While 

his family is completely supportive and respects Joseph‘s autonomy, the board repeatedly turns 

down Joseph‘s application, but Joseph eventually is accepted at the comprehensive school and 

finishes his primary education there. Nolan recounts his friendships at school (including his and 

his mates‘ adventures with smoking) and how he was fully included in school trips and activities. 

Nolan also tells of his struggle to communicate outside the realm of gestures, through intense 

practice and training at typing.  Typing releases the poet within, and Joseph/Nolan writes his first 

book of poetry at age 15. While his accomplishments are often framed in the International Year 

of Disabled People, distinguished writers such as Brendan Kennelly recognize Nolan as a writer 

and poet outside the framework of disability.         

 
 

Panzarino, C. (1994). The me in the mirror. Seattle: Seal Press. 

 

Written by writer, disability activist, and artist Connie Panzarino, The Me In The Mirror is an 

autobiography of the life of this amazing woman.  Born with Spinal Muscular Atrophy Type III, 

a rare disease, Panzarino describes her life as one of struggles and triumphs, and tells the stories 

of her relationships with her family, friends, lovers, her turn to lesbianism, and of her years of 

pioneering work in the disability rights movement.  This book is a must read for anyone 

interested in understanding the experiences of women with physical disabilities. 

 
  

Sienkiewicz-Mercer, R., & Kaplan, S. B. (1989). I raise my eyes to say yes. New York: Avon 

Books. 

 

This is Ruth Sienkiewicz-Mercer‘s powerful account, written with the assistance of Steven 

Kaplan, of her incarceration in an institution for people labeled mentally retarded.  She vividly 

describes the abuse and neglect she experienced in the institution, and the isolation from family 

and community.  However, the book ends with her description of her successful struggle to gain 

her freedom, shatter stereotypes, and build a life in the community.   

 
  

Sinclair, J. (1993). Don‘t mourn for us. Our Voice, 1 (3). Syracuse, NY: Autism Network 

International. 

 

This article is addressed to parents of autistic children. The author begins with a discussion of 

parents‘ grief over having an autistic child. While some amount of grief is natural, he emphasizes 

that continuing focus on the child‘s autism as a source of grief is damaging for both the parents 

and the child. He urges parents to make radical changes in their perceptions of what autism 



means: (1) autism is not an appendage, it isn‘t something that a person has or is trapped inside; 

(2) autism is not an impenetrable wall, though relating to an autistic person takes more work and 

openness to different ways of relating and understandings about relating to one another; and (3) 

autism is not death, you didn‘t lose a child to autism. In conclusion, he urges parents not to 

mourn for what never was, but to join with their children in an exploration of what is.   

 
  

Trueman, T. (2000). Stuck in neutral. New York: Harper Collins Publishers. 

 

While this book is fiction, and closer to juvenile/young adult fiction at that, it reads as a first 

person account. Terry Trueman‘s narrator is 14-year-old Shawn McDaniel who has cerebral 

palsy, cannot control any of his muscles, and does not speak. The story revolves around his 

father‘s belief that he must kill Shawn to ―put him out of his misery‖ despite the obviously 

positive relationships between Shawn and the rest of his family. Thus, the narration becomes all 

of Shawn‘s thoughts that remain unknown to those around him, and even questioned by some. 

The book quickly delves in and out of family issues, notions of mental retardation, and quality of 

life questions. Most importantly, it stresses the importance of making the least dangerous 

assumption and offers one example of what could be going on when we just don‘t know for sure. 

 
  

Williams, D. (1992). Nobody, nowhere: The extraordinary autobiography of an autistic. New 

York: Avon Books.  

 

Donna Williams, who was diagnosed with autism when in her mid 20s, wrote Nobody, Nowhere 

in an attempt to understand herself and to explore how she fit into the world around her. She 

candidly describes the teasing and mistreatment she experienced at the hands of her family and 

her ability to use role-playing to interact with others. Williams said of her book, ―This is a story 

of two battles, a battle to keep out ‗the world‘ and a battle to join it.  I have, throughout my 

private war, been a she, a you, a Donna, and finally, an I.‖ 

 
  

Williams, D. (1994). Somebody, somewhere: Breaking free from the world of autism. New 

York: Times Books.  

 

This autobiography by Donna Williams poignantly and defiantly illustrates her life and struggle 

with autism. She powerfully articulates her "awakening to the world" and how she fought for 

others to do the same.  She presents her perspective of autism and reminds readers that it is 

crucial that they seek to understand her perspective and the perspectives of others with autism 

rather that imposing their own notions onto someone else.  She asserts that she has taken control 

of her autism, that it does not control her. 

 
  

Williams, D. (1996). Like colors to the blind. New York: Times Books.  



 

Like Colors To The Blind is Donna Williams‘ third book about her life as a person with autism. 

When she was diagnosed with autism at the age of 25, she wrote Nobody, Nowhere as an attempt 

to explore her experiences as a person with autistic symptoms. In her sequel, Somebody, 

Somewhere , she continued to analyze how role-playing and ritualistic behavior helped her to 

cope with her environment, and how she was able to begin to replace these mechanisms with 

genuine interactions. This, her latest work, builds upon the last, addressing relationships and 

emotions. Williams describes her relationship with Ian, who became her best friend and 

eventually her husband. 

 
 

Willmuth, M., & Holcomb, L. (1994). Women with disabilities: Found voices. Binghamton, 

NY: The Haworth Press, Inc. 

 

Written almost entirely by woman with disabilities, Women with Disabilities: Found Voices is a 

deeply personal and compelling discourse of the body, violence, sexuality, and disability. The 

authors offer a multicultural perspective, which speaks frankly about their experiences. They 

discuss the abuses they have endured and explain how they have struggled with the issue of 

being a woman with a body that does not conform to the image that society values. 

 
 

Classics 

Disability Studies existed before it had a name. That is, before there was an area of academic 

inquiry named Disability Studies, theorists, researchers, and writers examined disability as a 

social, cultural, or political phenomenon, rather than a deficit residing within individuals. In this 

section, we identify books and articles that helped provide a foundation for what we now refer to 

as Disability Studies. Of course, each Disability Studies scholar would probably come up with a 

different list of influential writings. This list merely reflects Steve Taylor‘s perspective. 

 
 

Bogdan, R., & Biklen, D. (1977, March/April). Handicapism. Social Policy, 7(4), 14-19. 

 

In this article, Bogdan and Biklen examined ―handicapism‖ as ―a set of assumptions and 

practices that promote the differential and unequal treatment of people because of apparent or 

assumed physical, mental, or behavioral differences.‖ The article was one of the first scholarly 

writings to make parallels between racism and sexism, on the one hand, and systematic 

discrimination and prejudice against people with disabilities, on the other. Today, the term 

―ableism‖ is commonly used to represent what Bogdan and Biklen called handicapism. 

 



  

Bogdan, R., & Taylor, S.J.  (1976).  The judged, not the judges: An insider‘s view of mental 

retardation. American Psychologist, 31 (1), 47-52. 

 

Bogdan and Taylor presented a life history, or sociological autobiography constructed through 

open-ended interviews, of a man labeled mentally retarded (given the pseudonym Ed Murphy). 

The article presented Ed Murphy‘s account of his experiences living in a ―state school‖ for the 

mentally retarded and his subsequent placement in the community. In a brief introduction and 

conclusion, Bogdan and Taylor argued that mental retardation was a social construction the 

existed in the minds of those who label others—the ―judges‖—and not in the minds of those so 

labeled—the ―judged.‖ 

 
  

Dexter, L. A. (1960). On the politics and sociology of stupidity in our society.  Paper presented 

at the American Association on Mental Deficiency.  Reprinted in Mental Retardation , 1994, 

32(2), 152-55, with an introduction by Philip Ferguson. 

     

Dexter critiqued the ―common-sense assumptions about mental deficiency‖ made by 

professionals. He reinterpreted ―mental deficiency‖ by means of an analogy to a hypothetical 

society in which people valued grace and style in movement as our society values intelligence. 

He speculated that in such a society, there would be discrimination against people who were 

clumsy—the ―gawkies‖—not because they lacked the skills to participate in and contribute to 

society, but simply because society would be designed to require grace to perform rudimentary 

tasks. Through this analogy, Dexter argued that the values and structure of society, rather than 

the characteristics of individuals, were the reasons for discrimination against and exclusion of 

people labeled mentally deficient. 

 
  

Goffman, E.  (1961).  Asylums: Essays on the social situation of mental patients and other 

inmates.  Garden City: NY: Anchor Books. 

 

Goffman examined the characteristics of mental hospitals, prisons, and other institutions and the 

devastating effects of institutionalization on a person‘s sense of self. One of Goffman‘s major 

contributions was his definition of the concept of total institutions: ―A total institution may be 

defined as a place of residence and work where a large number of like-situated individuals, cut 

off from the wider society for an appreciable period of time, together lead an enclosed, formally 

administered round of life.‖  Goffman‘s definition of total institutions allows us to see 

similarities between social organizations that ostensibly serve different purposes. 

 
 

Goffman, E.  (1963).  Stigma: Notes on the management of spoiled identity.  Englewood Cliffs, 

NJ: Prentice-Hall. 

 

According to Goffman, a stigma is not merely a difference, but a characteristic that deeply 



discredited a person‘s identity and moral character. Goffman argued that disabilities are 

stigmatizing and dominate a person‘s identity in interactions with others.  Although Goffman and 

others probably over-stated the stigmatization, rejection, and exclusion of people with disabilities 

and the influence of others‘ attitudes on people‘s self-concepts, the notion of stigma is useful for 

understanding how disability is constructed and interpreted in the society at large. 

 
  

Kesey, K.  (1962). One flew over the cuckoo’s nest. New York: Signet. 

 

Kesey‘s powerful and entertaining novel pitted the rebellious inmate Randall P. McMuphy 

against Big Nurse and the oppressive authority of the mental hospital. His novel can be read both 

as a vivid description of the depressing and dehumanizing routines and practices at institutions 

and as a metaphor for the resistance of human beings to conformity and compliance to 

authority.   

 
  

Mercer, J. R. (1973). Labeling the mentally retarded: Clinical and social system perspectives 

on mental retardation.   Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 

 

―Persons have no names and belong in no class until we put them in one,‖ wrote Mercer. ―Whom 

we call mentally retarded, and where we draw the line between the mentally retarded and the 

normal, depend upon our interest and the purpose of our classification.‖ In this study of people 

with mental retardation in the community, Mercer distinguished between the clinical perspective 

that classifies mental retardation as an objective condition and the social system perspective that 

regards mental retardation as an acquired social status imposed on people by others. Her clinical 

and social system perspectives parallel the medical (deficit) and social model of disability found 

in Disability Studies today. Mercer reported that schools, in particular, perpetuate the labeling of 

people as mentally retarded, especially children from ethnic minorities. The only drawback in 

her analysis is that she did not challenge the construct of mental retardation itself, only the 

labeling by schools and other agencies of people who otherwise blended into the community. 

 
  

Roth, J. A. (1963). Timetables: Structuring the passage of time in hospital treatment and other 

careers.  Indianapolis, IN: Bobbs-Merrill. 

 

Building on his role as a patient in a tuberculosis hospital, Roth examined how people perceive 

and subjectively experience time. He showed how people with a chronic illness develop norms 

and benchmarks to evaluate their progress and treatment and how they may come into conflict 

with health care professionals in constructing these timetables. He used his examination of 

people with a chronic illness to explore how people in other situations experience time. 

 
  

Rothman, D. J. (1971). The discovery of the asylum: Social order and disorder in the new 



republic.  Boston: Little, Brown. 

 

Rothman traced the development of American asylums for poor people, people with disabilities, 

criminals, orphans, and others in the Jacksonian era. According to Rothman, the rapid 

development of asylums reflected an attempt to promote the stability of society and cohesion of 

the community in a period in which traditional ideas and practices were breaking down. 

Rothman rejected the notion that asylums represented a step forward in the progress of 

civilization. As he asked, ―Was an organization that would eventually turn into a snake pit a 

necessary step forward for mankind?‖   

 
  

Scott, R. A. (1969). The making of blind men: A study of adult socialization. New York: 

Russell Sage Foundation. 

 

Scott argued that the behavior and attitudes characteristic of many people with impaired vision 

are socially acquired and not inherent in their physical condition. He focused his attention on 

agencies that serve blind people and looked at the ways in which these agencies socialize people 

to think and act as ―blind.‖ Scott questioned whether agencies need blind people more than blind 

people need the agencies designed to serve them. 

 
  

Szasz, T. S. (1961). The myth of mental illness: Foundations of a theory of personal conduct. 

New York: Delta and Szasz, T.S. (1970). The manufacture of madness. New York: Delta. 

 

In these two books and a host of other writings, Szasz, a controversial psychiatrist, challenged 

the validity of the concept of mental illness. Building on history, philosophy, and sociology, 

Szasz argued that mental illness is a metaphor and does not exist in the same way as physical 

illnesses. Rather, what is called mental illness reflects non-conformity with societal expectations. 

Szasz critiqued ―Institutional Psychiatry,‖ which he described as a threat to individual freedom 

and autonomy.  

 
   

Other Books, Chapters, and Articles 

 

Due to space limitations and time constraints, this is a listing of the many other books, chapters, 

and articles concerning Disability Studies. Information on more recent scholarly research and 

literature on disability are reviewed in periodicals such as Disability Studies Quarterly and the 

discussion logs of the on-line group, H-Disability . 

 



 

Adams, R. (2001). Sideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American cultural imagination. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 

 

Albrecht, G. L. (1992). The disability business: Rehabilitation in America [Sage Library of 

Social Research Vol. 190]. Newbury Park: Sage Publications. 

 

Allen, J. D. (2003). Gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people with developmental 

disabilities and mental retardation: Stories of the Rainbow Support Group. Binghamton, NY: 

Harrington Park Press. 

 

Asch, A. (2001). Critical race theory, feminism, and disability: Reflections on social justice and 

personal identity. Ohio State Law Journal, 62 (1), 391-425. 

 

Attwood, F. (1998). Weird lullaby: Jane Campion‘s The Piano . Feminist Review, 58, 85-101. 

 

Barile, M. (2002). Disablement and feminization of poverty. Women in Action, 2, 49-56. 

 

Batson, T., & Bergman, E. (Eds.). (2002). Angels and outcasts: An anthology of Deaf 

characters in literature (3rd ed.). Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press. 

 

Bauby, J.  (1998). (J. Leggatt, Trans.) The diving bell and the butterfly: A memoir of life in 

death. New York: Vintage Books. 

 

Begum, N. (1992).  Disabled women and the feminist agenda.  Feminist Review, 40, 70-84. 

 

Block, P. (2000). Sexuality, fertility, and danger: Twentieth-century images of women with 

cognitive disabilities. Sexuality and Disability, 18 (4), 239-254. 

 

Branson, J., & Miller, D. (2002). Damned for their difference: The cultural construction of 

Deaf people as disabled: A sociological history. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press. 

 

Breslin, M. L., & Yee, S. (Eds.). (2002). Disability rights law and policy: International and 

national perspectives. Ardsley, NY: Transnational Publishers. 

 

Brown, S. E. (2000). A celebration of diversity: An annotated bibliography about disability 

culture. Las Cruces, NM: Institute on Disability Culture. 

 

Brownworth, V. A., & Raffo, S. (Eds.). (1999). Restricted access: Lesbians on disability. 

Seattle: Seal Press. 

 

Burrell, P.M. (1999).  Feminism and disability. Social Science Journal, 36(1), 189. 

 

Butler, R., & Parr, H. (Eds.) (1999). Mind and body spaces: Geographies of illness, impairment 

and disability [Critical Geographies]. London and New York: Routledge.  

 



Campbell, F. A. (2000).  Eugenics in disguise? Law, technologies, and negotiating the ‗problem‘ 

of disability. Australian Feminist Law Journal, 14, 55-70. 

 

Carlson, L. (2001). Cognitive ableism and Disability Studies: Feminist reflections on the history 

of mental retardation. Hypatia, 16 (4), 124-139. 

 

Clayton, B. (1998). Forgotten prophet: The life of Randolph Bourne [Reprint ed.]. Columbia, 

MO: University of Missouri Press. 

 

Corker, M. (2001). ―Disability‖—The unwelcome ghost at the banquet and the conspiracy of 

―normality.‖ Violence and Abuse Abstracts, 7 (3), 163-252. 

 

Corker, M. (2001). Sensing disability. Hypatia, 16 (4), 34-52. 

 

Corker, M., & French, S. (Eds.). (1999). Disability discourse [Disability, Human Rights, and 

Society]. Berkshire, United Kingdom: Open University Press. 

 

Cousins, M. (1999). Disabling beauty: Alexa Wright. Portfolio , 30, 10-15, 49, 52-53. 

 

Crow, L. (2000).  Helen Keller: Rethinking the problematic icon. Disability & Society, 15(6), 

845-859. 

 

Cushing, P., & Lewis, T. (2002). Negotiating mutuality and agency in care-giving relationships 

with women with intellectual disabilities. Hypatia, 17(3), 173-193. 

 

Daneli, A., & Woodhams, C. (2000). Researching equality and disability: Taking methodological 

lessons from feminism?  Management Research News, 23, 50-52. 

 

Devlieger, D., Rusch, F., & Pfeiffer, D. (Eds.). (2003). Rethinking disability: The emergence of 

new definitions, concepts and communities. Philadelphia: Garant/Coronet Books. 

 

Donaldson, E. J. (2002).  The corpus of the madwoman: Toward a feminist Disability Studies 

theory of embodiment and mental illness. NWSA Journal, 14(3), 99-119. 

 

Ellis, C. (1995). Final negotiations: A story of love, loss, and chronic illness [Health, Society, 

and Policy]. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 

Erevelles, N. (2000).  Educating unruly bodies: Critical pedagogy, Disability Studies, and the 

politics of schooling.  Educational Theory, 50(1), 25-47. 

 

Ferri, B. A., & Gregg, N. (1998). Women with disabilities: Missing voices. Women’s Studies 

International Forum, 21 (4), 429-439. 

 

Finke, B. (2003). Long time, no see. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press. 

 

Fleischer, D. Z., & Zames, F. (2001). The disability rights movement: From charity to 



confrontation. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 

Fox, A. M., & Lipkin, J. (2002). Res(Crip)ting feminist theater through disability theater: 

Selections from the disAbility project. NWSA Journal, 14(3), 77-98. 

 

Frank, A. W. (1997). The wounded storyteller: Body, illness, and ethics. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press. 

 

Frank, G. (2000). Venus on wheels: Two decades of dialogue on disability, biography, and 

being female in America. Berkeley: University of California press. 

 

Freeberg, E. (2001). The education of Laura Bridgman: First deaf and blind person to learn 

language. Cambridge, MA and London: Harvard University Press. 

 

Gallagher, H. G. (1996). Black bird fly away: Disabled in an able-bodied world. Clearwater, 

FL: Vandamere Press. 

 

Gallagher, H. G. (1999). FDR's splendid deception [FDR Memorial Edition]. Clearwater, FL: 

Vandamere Press. 

 

Galli, R. (2001). Rescuing Jeffrey. New York: Griffin Trade Paperback.  

 

Gaventa, W. C., & Coulter, D. L. (Eds.). (2001). The theological voice of Wolf Wolfensberger. 

Binghamton: The Haworth Pastoral Press, Inc. 

 

Gershick, T. J. (2000). Toward a theory of disability and gender. Signs, 25(4). 

 

Ghai, A. (2002). Disabled women: An excluded agenda of Indian feminism. Hypatia, 17(3), 49-

66. 

 

Goggin, G., & Newell, C. (2003). Digital disability: The social construction of disability in new 

media. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 

 

Groce, N. (1986, May). "The town fool": An oral history of a mentally retarded individual in 

small town society [Wenner-Gren Foundation Working Papers in Anthropology]. New York: 

Wenner-Gren Foundation. 

 

Guter, B., & Killacky, J. R. (Eds.). (2003). Queer crips: Disabled gay men and their stories. 

Binghamton, NY: Harrington Park Press.  

 

Hales, G. (Ed.). (1996). Beyond disability: Towards an enabling society. Thousand Oaks, CA: 

Sage Publications.   

 

Hall, K. Q. (2002).  Feminism, disability, and embodiment. NWSA Journal, 14(3), vii-xiii. 

 

Handler, L. (1998). Twitch and shout: A Touretter's tale. New York: Plume. 



 

Hans, A., & Patri, A. (Eds.). (2003). Women, disability and identity. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 

Publications. 

 

Herndon, A. (2002). Disparate but disabled: Fat embodiment and Disability Studies. NWSA 
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Herr, S. S., Gostin, L. O., & Koh, H. H. (Eds.). (2003). The human rights of persons with 
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FILMS AND DOCUMENTARIES 

http://www.adfl.org/ADFL/bulletin/v31n1/311049.htm


Annotations 

This section offers just a few, but some of the best films and documentaries which are related to 

the field of Disability Studies. We have selected several that are staples of the field and several 

others that reflect a variety of perspectives within Disability Studies. In addition to the 

documentaries, we have included several independent and foreign films that reflect Disability 

Studies and do not perpetuate the ableism and stigmatization of disability found in many 

Hollywood films. For a larger list of films, including major motion pictures, you can visit Films 

Involving Disabilities. Their web site is: http://www.caravan.demon.co.uk/  

 
  

Abandoned to their Fate (1997). Drawing from scholarly records, institutional archives, original 

photography, and popular media, Philip M. Ferguson traces the historical origins of the prejudice 

and segregation endured by people with disabilities. This 30-minute film begins in the Middle 

Ages and ends with today‘s move towards independent living and school and community 

inclusion. Organized in outline format with various types of media demonstrating ideas, this film 

is excellent for professional development, teacher training, and community awareness. For more 

information: http://www.pdassoc.com/attf.html  

 
 

Breathing Lessons (1996). The award-winning documentary, Breathing Lessons, addresses what 

life as a person with a disability is like from the perspective of Mark O‘Brien. O‘Brien, who is a 

poet and journalist, is paralyzed and uses an iron lung. Through his poetry and his insightful 

commentary, he reflects on such issues as the meaning of life, death, sex, relationships, 

creativity, and religion. For more information: http://www.pacificnews.org/marko/breathing-

lessons.html  

 
 

Brother’s Keeper (1992). The lives of the Ward brothers, farmers in a rural community in 

upstate New York, are disrupted when the oldest brother, Bill, dies and his brother, Delbert, is 

accused of his murder. Brother‘s Keeper focuses on the outpouring of support Delbert received 

from the community. To the townspeople, the Ward boys, as they were affectionately called--

Bill, Delbert, Lyman, and Roscoe--were quiet men who lived in a run-down shack and farmed 

the land on which they grew up. The film chronicles the events surrounding Bill‘s death and 

Delbert‘s trial, including the townspeople‘s efforts to raise funds for Delbert‘s defense, their 

support of his innocence, and their refusal to see the Ward brothers through the lens of mental 

retardation. For more information: http://www.sid-ss.net/slcnys/thewards.htm  

 
  

Burton Blatt: Revisiting the Vision (1995). Through a series of clips from various conferences 

and talks, viewers are able to revisit the original and inspirational words of the late Burton Blatt. 

Blatt discusses institutional life, reactions to his and Fred Kaplan‘s Christmas in Purgatory , the 
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questionable notion of improving institutional life, and inclusive education. Blatt knew then what 

we struggle with today. He is remembered for stressing and achieving goals tied to values. His 

optimism, humor, and passion are central to this collection. This video is included in the media 

package, Revisiting the Vision: Selected Works of Burton Blatt, which also includes a CD-ROM 

containing historic photographs from Christmas in Purgatory and The Family Album . For more 

information: http://thechp.syr.edu/HumanPolicyPress/  

 
 

The Color of Paradise (1999). This Iranian film focuses on the relationships between an 8-year-

old boy who is blind and his unaccepting father and caring grandmother. The boy returns home 

from his separate school for summer recess and viewers witness a very different boy, happy and 

alive, than the ―bad lot‖ his father feels he‘s been dealt. Through their interactions, the film 

covers family issues, notions of a ―healthy‖ child, and views of disability. Visually stunning and 

emotionally challenging, this is a beautiful film on several levels. For more information: 

http://www.sonypictures.com/classics/colorofparadise/  

   

 
 

The Community Imperative (2002). In 1979, the Center on Human Policy, under the leadership 

of Burton Blatt, issued The Community Imperative , a declaration supporting the right of all 

people with disabilities to community living to counter opposition to deinstitutionalization and 

community inclusion by well-organized groups. Today, years later, inclusion remains 

controversial in some states and localities. At the same time, many people with disabilities are 

not receiving the supports they need to live successfully in the community. This video, provided 

in both VHS and DVD formats, is a documentary of a conference held in Oakland, California in 

2002 to revisit the values underlying The Community Imperative . It features segments of 

presentations by and interviews with several California and national leaders. It also includes clips 

of historical leaders Burton Blatt, Gunnar Dybwad, and Ed Roberts. Narrated by Martin Sheen, 

the video recounts the history of community living and describes the challenges to achieving 

inclusion today. For more information: http://thechp.syr.edu/HumanPolicyPress/  

 
 

Credo for Support (1996). This powerful 5-minute video set to music (Ennio Morricone, The 

Mission soundtrack) offers a series of suggestions for people who care about and support 

someone with a disability. It prompts viewers to question the common perceptions of disability, 

professionalism, and support. Designed for use in presentations, in service, staff training, and 

orientation programs, this video can be a provocative catalyst for a dialogue on these issues. For 

more information: http://www.normemma.com/credwait.htm  

 
 

Dance Me to My Song (1998). This Australian film and Cannes selection was written by and 

stars Heather Rose, a woman with cerebral palsy who uses a computer to communicate. The film 

features Rose‘s exceptional acting and a powerful exploration of sexuality, friendship, and daily 

support issues. This is a strong film that deals with life issues and comes highly recommended. 

http://thechp.syr.edu/HumanPolicyPress/
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Disability is not demonized, defined as tragedy or deficiency, focused on as something to 

overcome, used to teach a lesson, or any of the other common misrepresentations in film. It is an 

important part, but clearly not the only part, of Rose‘s character as she lives her life. For more 

information: http://www.vertigoproductions.com.au/dance.html  

 
  

Disability Identity and Culture (no date). This bold and controversial selection in the Tools for 

Change series includes the experimental documentary Disability Culture Rap. Featuring Cheryl 

Marie Wade, this documentary takes a fresh look at what it means to be disabled in 

America.  Through hundreds of images and a high-energy delivery, this is disability in our own 

words: who we say we are. Not the usual anthropological study of disabled people as specimens, 

we uncover the issues that set our souls on fire: freedom of choice, disability pride, independent 

living, the power of language and images, sexuality, community, and the right to live with 

dignity. For more information: http://www.selfadvocacy.org/Module%20Five.htm  

 
 

Educating Peter (1992). This Academy Award winning documentary highlights one third grade 

classroom's year long efforts at inclusive education. It is a rare snapshot of classroom life, this 

one from Blacksburg, Virginia. While the title infers a focus on Peter, a student with Down 

syndrome, the film's success is in its depiction of all that goes in to this school's daily efforts at 

teaching all students. It will invariably raise many issues in the discussion of inclusive vs. 

"special" education and will be a good tool for future teachers to observe and critique. 

 

Graduating Peter (2003). This follow-up documentary to Educating Peter picks up with Peter in 

middle school and highlights his journey through his final year of high school. Peter finds 

himself in several different places than his classmates as he ages through the school system and 

receives a certificate of attendance upon graduation. This film will again raise many issues 

around inclusive education by showcasing one school's interpretation of least restrictive 

environment. Key to this interpretation are definitions of disability and assumptions about 

potential that are central to Disability Studies. For more information:  

http://www.hbo.com/docs/programs/graduating_peter/  

 
 

The Eighth Day (1996). This Belgian film (French with English subtitles) is about the 

relationship forged between two men as they try to find happiness and love in their lives. In 

addition to many other qualities, one of the men has Down syndrome. Both lead actors shared the 

1996 Best Actor prize at Cannes. Though the movie falls into several traps of representing 

disability, it is noteworthy that Pascal Duquenne has Down syndrome considering that many 

actors with disabilities are still denied roles and many able-bodied actors continue to present 

their interpretations of characters with disabilities. 

For more information: http://us.imdb.com/Details?0116581  
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The Execution of Wanda Jean (2003). This documentary about the execution of an African-

American lesbian who killed her lover explores the humanity of both the death penalty and the 

label of mental retardation. The claim by Wanda Jean‘s lawyers that she is mentally retarded and 

therefore unfit to be executed raises all aspects of this ongoing discussion. This personal look at 

Death Row, the power of labels, and the finality of the death penalty is unforgettable. For more 

information: http://www.hbo.com/docs/programs/wanda/  

 
 

Extreme Court Blues (2001). Framed in the context of the Alabama v. Garrett Supreme Court 

decision, this video chronicles the backlash to this decision at the University of Illinois 

Chicago—the formation of the National Disabled Students Union (NDSU). The video is 

organized speeches given by rally and NDSU organizers; the speakers consistently make 

comparisons between disability issues and civil rights (comparing the reaction to the Garrett 

decision with the SNVCC and the Deaf President Now movement).  Speakers also address issues 

such as tokenism, the history of institutionalization, eugenics, and sterilization, federal 

intervention in states‘ rights (e.g., comparison between the Garrett decision and the Pierce veto 

of a federal land grant for Dix‘s establishment of an asylum), the Independent Living movement, 

Not Dead Yet, and access to the general public education curriculum for students with 

disabilities. 

 
 

Freaks (1932). Tod Browning‘s classic horror film about actual circus performers who exact 

revenge on a mendacious trapeze artist was shelved for years due to the controversy it created. 

Viewers were shocked that Browning‘s actors actually had disabilities and refused to be 

subjected to such ―grotesque figures.‖ The film deals well with notions of ableism, beauty, and 

relationships. This genre film forces viewers to confront issues of normality and humanity 

central to Disability Studies.  For more information: http://freaks.cinephiles.net/  

 
  

Going to School-Ir a la Escuela (2001). Going To School-Ir a la Escuela tells a memorable 

story about inclusion, special education, and empowering children with disabilities and their 

parents. The film shares the daily experiences of students with disabilities who attend middle and 

elementary schools in Los Angeles, revealing the determination of parents to see that their 

children receive a quality education. The issues of respect, civil rights, and education for all 

children are universal and poignantly conveyed. "Highly recommended" for both undergraduate 

and graduate level studies and for K-12 students, parents and educators. Commissioned by the 

Class Member Review Committee of the Chanda Smith Consent Decree. For more information: 

http://richardcohenfilms.com/GoingtoSchool.htm 

 

 
 

Hurry Tomorrow (1975). Hurry Tomorrow is a powerful statement about the violation of human 

rights of people being treated involuntarily in a state psychiatric hospital in California in 1974. 
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The film provides a visual record of the daily lives of patients being tied down with cuffs and 

straps, forcibly medicated with powerful tranquilizers, reducing them to helpless zombie like 

states. This cinema verité classic illustrates how individuals struggle to maintain their dignity in 

a dehumanized environment. The film withstood an effort to have it banned in California and 

instead served to help organize ex-patient groups around the country, and to initiate an 

investigation into patient deaths in state hospitals. For more information: 

http://richardcohenfilms.com/hurry_tomorrow.html  

 
 

In the Land of the Deaf (1993). This French film is a documentary about Deaf culture. It 

touches on many aspects and issues of Deaf culture in a way that other films have not. From an 

instructor in sign language to a voice teacher pushing her students to speak, from a family‘s love 

to a woman‘s wrongful institutionalization, and much more, this film covers much of the 

spectrum in a straightforward manner. For more information: 

http://www.alliancefrancaise.com.hk/events/fcp25/24.html  

 
 

Johnny Got His Gun (1971). This film based on the 1939 novel by Dalton Trumbo, written and 

directed by Trumbo, explores the consequences of war through the experiences of a man 

rendered blind, deaf, and immobile by bombing. While the hospital staff view him as helpless 

and worthless, he begins to piece his story together and viewers hearing his thoughts recognize 

the horrific dangers of assuming anyone is incompetent or without value. For more information: 

http://www.eufs.org.uk//films/johnny_got_his_gun.html  

     

 
  

King Gimp (2000). This Academy Award winning documentary featuring Dan Keplinger, an 

artist with cerebral palsy, is a must-see. It spans the thirteen years from his experiences in a 

separate ―special‖ elementary school to his college life and the development of his artistic skills 

and goals. Dan‘s sense of humor and determination emerge as themes, as well as his struggles 

with inaccessibility and the tendency (during college) to be a friend but not a boyfriend. The film 

deals well with the problems of assuming deficiency based on body type and physical 

appearance. For more information: http://www.kinggimp.com/flash.html  

 
 

Liebe Perla (1999). This powerful documentary highlights the friendship of two women while 

revisiting the Nazi‘s treatment of people with disabilities. The women, a young disability 

advocate researching the treatment of little people during the Holocaust and an 80-year-old 

concentration camp survivor, are similar only in that they are both called short-statured. The film 

is in German and Hebrew with English subtitles. It is a provocative film that is best viewed with 

time for discussion afterwards. For more information: http://www.disabilityworld.org/07-

08_01/arts/perla.shtml  
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My Flesh and Blood (2003). This 2003 Sundance Documentary Feature Audience Award 

winner follows a year in the life of a family of thirteen children with various disabilities headed 

by a single parent. Honest and touching, the film explores the definition of family while 

shattering many commonly held assumptions of disability as tragedy and deficiency. What is a 

―traditional‖ family? Who is family? Central to this film is the idea that all of these kids are kids 

first. For more information: http://chaikenfilms.com/Frameset(films).html  

 
 

No Apologies (1994). This 28-minute video is by Wry Crips Disabled Women's Theatre, which 

is a comedy troupe of women who are at the forefront of the disability culture movement in the 

San Francisco Bay area.  It is comprised of disabled and able-bodied women of diverse racial, 

social, and class background. Wry Crips uses humor as a form of resistance. Their performances, 

comprised of poetry, readings, signing, performing skits, and reading narratives, all resist 

medical paradigms, social stereotypes, economic oppression, or individualist assumptions 

regarding disability issues. The women of Wry Crips embrace disability, seeing beauty and 

acceptance where able-bodied people only see difference and abnormality.  For more 

information: http://www.lustydevil.com/fatgirl/wrycrips.html 

 

 
  

Regular Lives (1988). Regular Lives was produced in 1988 for PBS by the Academy Award 

winning directors Gerardine Wurzburg and Tom Goodwin; Syracuse University professor 

Douglas Biklen was its Executive Producer. The documentary explores inclusion of students 

with disabilities in elementary and secondary classes and includes interviews with teachers, a 

school principal, and parents. A concluding segment shows young adults with disabilities living 

on their own in their communities. Themes include the least dangerous assumption, school and 

community citizenship, and the value of diversity. For more information: 

http://teacher.shop.pbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=1407524  

 
 

Self-Advocacy: Freedom, Equality, and Justice for All (no date). This award-winning video is 

part of the ACT series, Tools for Change . Narrated by writer, performer, and activist Cheryl 

Marie Wade, this program combines interviews, archival footage, and photographs to describe 

dominant historical models of disability and the roles self-advocates can and are now playing in 

determining their own lives. From the moral and medical models to the minority group model to 

the independent living and disability rights movements, Wade charts the course that has led to 

the present and offers the framework for self-advocates to continue to develop their voice and 

maintain the efforts towards inclusive societies. For more information: 

http://www.selfadvocacy.com/Module%20One.htm  

 
 

Self Advocates Becoming Empowered (1997). Self Advocates Becoming Empowered is about 

people with cognitive disabilities forming a national organization to work on issues they deem 
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important, such as closing institutions, exercising their rights as citizens, supporting people to 

live in communities, and opposing injustice in the criminal justice system. Likening their 

movement to the civil rights movement of the 60s, many of the advocates speak out about the 

importance of their mission to people with disabilities. For more information: 

http://thechp.syr.edu/HumanPolicyPress/SABE_video.html  

 
 

Selling Murder: The Killing Films of The Third Reich (1991). This is a chilling Nazi 

propaganda film about the genocide of people with disabilities during the Second World War. 

Under what the Third Reich termed the ―hereditary health law,‖ they convinced doctors that 

killing people with mental or physical disabilities was for their own good, and the good of the 

Aryan nation at large. The original film makers used shadows and poor lighting to make people 

seem grotesque, and played on the medical model of disability in terms of what is ―abnormal‖ 

and ―normal,‖ and even ―human‖ and ―not human.‖ This is a powerful film that should generate 

interesting discussions if used in a Disability Studies class.  Please note: This film was aired on 

the Discovery Channel a few years ago, and we are not sure of its availability, but it is definitely 

worth a good search. For more information on people with disabilities during the Holocaust: 

http://www.ushmm.org/research/library/bibliography/handicapped/right.htm#film  

 
 

Sound and Fury (2001). This Academy Award nominee for Best Documentary follows one 

extended family on their journey as two sets of parents deal with the question of getting cochlear 

implants for their deaf children. This is an intense film that is sure to inspire excellent discussion 

about the nature of cures in general, but specifically around the value of the implants. The film 

educates viewers about Deaf culture and raises problematic societal issues around diversity, 

humanity, and membership that continue today. It is challenging, effective, and entertaining. For 

more information: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/soundandfury/  

 
 

Taylor's Campaign (1998).  Taylor’s Campaign is a humorous and insightful look at 

hardworking people living in cardboard lean-tos and dumpster diving for survival in Santa 

Monica, California. When local lawmakers threaten to suspend their civil rights in a drive to 

sweep the streets of "the homeless," a destitute ex-truck driver who became disabled in an auto 

accident decides to run for city council on a platform of tolerance. This video has been described 

as "the best film on homelessness in this era...an invaluable resource for teaching about 

poverty."  Recommended for all age levels. For more information: 

http://richardcohenfilms.com/taylor's.html  

 
 

Titicut Follies (1967). Although more than 30 years old, Titicut Follies remains a classic, 

depicting institutional life in a mental health facility. The 1967 Wiseman film is named for and 

centers around a talent show, the Titticut Follies, held for the inmates of the Bridgewater State 

Mental Hospital, in Massachusetts. While scenes from the talent show are disbursed throughout 
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the film, the stark reality of daily life in the institution is revealed. There is little regard for the 

inmates‘ human dignity; not only is what they have to say dismissed, but they are subjected to 

strip searches, lack of privacy, ridicule, and isolation. Titticut Follies is a grim film that reflects 

the barren existence of life in a mental hospital. For more information: 

http://www.zipporah.com/index.html and http://www.subcin.com/titicut.html  

 
 

Tools for Building a Self-Advocacy Group (2000). This instructional video presents specific 

steps and tools for building a self-advocacy group. Part of the Self-Advocacy Start-Up Toolkit 

developed by Self Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE), it includes the philosophy of self-

advocacy and challenges viewers to work to make it happen in their lives. The start-up process is 

broken into five sections: Starting Groups, Working on Issues, Self-Advocates and Self-

Determination, Advisor Issues, and Materials on The Self-Advocacy Movement. For more 

information on the Toolkit : http://thechp.syr.edu/HumanPolicyPress/toolkit.html  

 
 

Twitch and Shout (1995). This is a must-see documentary about living with Tourette Syndrome 

(TS) made by photojournalist Lowell Handler who has TS himself. The film explores what TS is, 

what it means to live with it, and people‘s reactions to the tics that are its physical manifestation. 

TS is reclaimed and reframed in terms of life energy. Handler calls out notions of normality as he 

weaves together the immediately appealing stories of four successful adults. The film should 

challenge viewers to rethink notions of human value and individual differences. For more 

information:   http://www.blinddogfilms.com/twitchandshout/  

 
 

Vital Signs: Crip Culture Talks Back (1997). In the documentary Vital Signs: Crip Culture 

Talks Back, participants in a national Disability and the Arts conference explore the politics of 

disability through their performances, which include such texts as art, fiction, poetry, stand-up 

comedy, drama, and personal stories. It features such disability rights activists as Cheryl Marie 

Wade, Mary Duffy, and Harlan Hahn, and also includes group debates and behind-the-scenes 

conversations. The film also addresses the culture of disability and the shared struggle people 

with disability have in gaining access to influential cultural institutions. For more information: 

http://www.fanlight.com/catalog/films/230_vs.shtml  

 
 

When Billy Broke his Head... And Other Tales of Wonder (1995). First premiering on PBS in 

1995, this film by Billy Golfus explores the concept of disability rights and takes a close look at 

the disability rights movement and those involved. Golfus, who has a traumatic brain injury, 

intertwines his story with the experiences of others who are struggling for their rights.  This is a 

must see. For more information: http://www.fanlight.com/catalog/films/136_wbbhh.shtml  
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Additional Titles 

 

Due to space limitations and time constraints, we are including a listing of some of the many 

other emerging films and documentaries that are now available concerning Disability Studies: 

A Little History Worth Knowing 

Bong and Donnell 

The Collector of Bedford Street 

Elling 

How’s Your News? 

If I Can’t Do It 

Lifestyles of the Poor and Unknown 

Living with Grace 

Losing It 

My Country 

Off Track 

On the Road with Temple 

Out of Sight 

Patterns 

People in Motion: Changing Ideas about People with Disabilities 

Positive Images 

Profoundly Normal 

Rachael in Middle School 

Rachael, Being Five 

Refrigerator Moms 

Stairway to Heaven 

Tru Confessions 

Us and Them 

Waiting for Ronald 

Willowbrook: The Last Great Disgrace 
  

 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS IN DISABILITY 

STUDIES 

Updated 8/2006 

The following section contains a listing of Disability Studies programs in North American 

Academic Institutions
 1
 . The title ―Disability Studies‖ has become popular and is sometimes 

used to refer to programs in clinical or instructional fields. The programs in this listing meet the 

following criteria: (1) the sponsoring university offers a four-year undergraduate degree or 

Master‘s or doctoral degrees: (2) the programs offer a formal academic program, including a 

http://thechp.syr.edu/Disability_Studies_2003_current.html#1


degree, concentration, specialization, minor, major, or certificate in Disability Studies; (3) the 

programs include disability course work in non-clinical and non-instructional fields (e.g., the 

Humanities, Social Sciences, Literature, Law, Policy Studies, or the Visual or Performing Arts); 

and (4) information describing the programs can be found in written form or on a university web 

site. This listing does not include research or training centers that do not offer formal academic 

programs. 

Academic 

Institution:             

  

College of Staten Island, The City University of New York 

Program: Minor in Disability Studies, Interdisciplinary Program  

Academic Unit: Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work 

Address:  Psychology/Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work Building (4S), 

Room 436 

2800 Victory Boulevard 

Staten Island, NY  10314 

Contact:  David Goode, Ph.D. 

Phone/TTY:    (718) 982-3757 

E-mail: 

 

GOODE@postbox.csi.cuny.edu  

WWW:  http://www.csi.cuny.edu/catalog/undergraduate/programs/disabilitystudies.ht

ml  

Comment: This minor may be taken in combination with any baccalaureate degree. 

 

Academic 

Institution:                     

The City University of New York 

Program: Multidisciplinary Graduate Certificate in Disability Studies  

Academic Unit: CUNY School of Professional Studies/John F. Kennedy, Jr. Institute 

for Worker Education 

Address:  John F. Kennedy, Jr. Institute for Worker Education 

101 West 31st Street, 14th Floor 

New York, NY 10001 

Contact:  William Ebenstein, Ph.D. 

Phone/TTY:    (646) 344-7315 

E-mail: 

 

William.Ebenstein@mail.cuny.edu  

WWW:  http://sps.gc.cuny.edu/programs/certificate.html#multidisciplinary  

 

Academic Institution: Gallaudet University 

Program:  Master‘s of Arts in Deaf Studies 

mailto:GOODE@postbox.csi.cuny.edu
mailto:GOODE@postbox.csi.cuny.edu
mailto:GOODE@postbox.csi.cuny.edu
http://www.csi.cuny.edu/catalog/undergraduate/programs/disabilitystudies.html
http://www.csi.cuny.edu/catalog/undergraduate/programs/disabilitystudies.html
mailto:GOODE@postbox.csi.cuny.edu
mailto:GOODE@postbox.csi.cuny.edu
mailto:William.Ebenstein@mail.cuny.edu
http://sps.gc.cuny.edu/programs/certificate.html#multidisciplinary


            Cultural Studies Concentration 

            Deaf History Concentration 

Academic Unit: Department of ASL and Deaf Studies 

Address:  Hall Memorial Building, Room E-111 

800 Florida Avenue, NE 

Washington, DC 20002-3695 

Contact:  M.J. Bienvenu, Department Chair 

Phone/TTY:    (202) 651-5814 - v/tty 

E-mail: mailto:Martina.Bienvenu@gallaudet.edu  

WWW:  

 

http://depts.gallaudet.edu/Deaf.Studies/  

Comment: Disability Studies is incorporated into History and other courses 

 

Academic Institution: Hofstra University  

Program:  Disability Studies Program (Undergraduate Minor)  

Academic Unit:  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences  

Address:  
Hempstead Turnpike  

Hempstead, NY 11549  

Contact:  G.T. Couser, Director of Disability Studies Program and Professor of English  

Phone/TTY: 516-463-6743  

Email:  G.T.Couser@hofstra.edu  

WWW:  http://www.hofstra.edu/academics/academics_2004_bulletin.cfm   

Comment:  Information on this Minor is listed on pp. 166-167 of the Academic Bulletin (see link above)  

 

Academic 

Institution:          

Pacific University 

Program: Disability Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences (Minor) 

Academic Unit: College of Arts & Sciences 

Address: Disability Studies/Humanities 

2043 College Way 

Forest Grove, OR  96116 

Contact:  Dr. Tim Thompson 

Phone/TTY:    (503) 352-2868 

E-mail: thompsot@pacificu.edu  

WWW:  http://www.pacificu.edu/admissions/undergrad/academic/factsheets.cfm  

(select ―Disability Studies‖ from list of majors) 

 

mailto:Martina.Bienvenu@gallaudet.edu
http://depts.gallaudet.edu/Deaf.Studies/
http://depts.gallaudet.edu/Deaf.Studies/
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Academic Institution: Ryerson University 

Program: Bachelor‘s of Arts in Disability Studies 

Academic Unit:  School of Disability Studies 

Address:  Ryerson University 

350 Victoria Street 

Toronto, ON M5B 2K3 

CANADA  

Contact:  Melanie Panitch, Director 

Phone/TTY:    (416) 979-5000 (ext. 6128) 

E-mail: mpanitch@ryerson.ca  

WWW:  http://www.ryerson.ca/ds/  

Comment: Course-work can be taken via two-week on-site courses and distance 

education. 

 

Academic 

Institution:           

State University of New York (SUNY) Stony Brook 

Program: Disabilities Studies Concentration, Bachelor of Science in Health 

Science 

Academic Unit: School of Health Technology & Management 

Address:  HSC – SHTM, L2-439 

Stony Brook, NY 11794-8201 

Contact:  Pamela Block, Ph.D., Clinical Associate Professor 

Phone/TTY:    (631) 444-3197  

E-mail: 

 

pblock@notes.cc.sunysb.edu  

WWW:  

 

http://www.hsc.stonybrook.edu/sohtm/sohtm_bshs_index.cfm  

Comment: Currently information on the Disability Studies Concentration has 

not been posted on the web; however, information sheets about the 

Concentration can be obtained at the address above.  

 

Academic 

Institution:                                                     

                 

Syracuse University  

Program: Graduate (Master‘s and Ph.D.) Concentration in 

Disability Studies 

Graduate Certificate of Advanced Study (CAS) 

Program in Disability Studies 

mailto:mpanitch@ryerson.ca
http://www.ryerson.ca/ds/
mailto:pblock@notes.cc.sunysb.edu
mailto:pblock@notes.cc.sunysb.edu
mailto:pblock@notes.cc.sunysb.edu
http://www.hsc.stonybrook.edu/sohtm/sohtm_bshs_index.cfm
http://www.hsc.stonybrook.edu/sohtm/sohtm_bshs_index.cfm
http://www.hsc.stonybrook.edu/sohtm/sohtm_bshs_index.cfm


Joint Degree Program in Law (J.D.) and Education 

(Master‘s and CAS in Disability Studies) 

Academic Unit: Cultural Foundations of Education, School of 

Education  

Address:  Center on Human Policy 

Syracuse University 

805 South Crouse Avenue 

Syracuse NY 13244-2280 

Contact:  Steven J. Taylor, Ph.D., Professor and Coordinator 

of Disability Studies 

Phone/TTY:    (315) 443-3851; TTY (315) 443-4355 

E-mail: 

 

staylo01@syr.edu  

WWW:  

 

http://disabilitystudies.syr.edu/what/disabilitystudie

satSU.aspx  

Comment: The CAS in Disability Studies in available to 

students matriculated in any graduate program at 

Syracuse University as well as persons who are not 

otherwise enrolled in a university program. For 

information on the Joint Degree Program and Law 

and Education, contact Professor Arlene Kanter, 

College of Law, Suite 306, Syracuse University 

13244 (kantera@syr.edu or 315-443-4582). 

 

Academic 

Institution:              

Teachers College, Columbia University  

Program: Master of Arts in dis/Ability Studies in Education (DSE) 

Academic Unit: Department of Curriculum and Teaching 

Address:  Box 31 

525 West 120th Street 

New York, NY 10027 

Contact:  D. Kim Reid, Ph.D., Program Coordinator 

Phone/TTY:    (212) 678-3038 (v) (212) 678-3853 (TTY) 

E-mail: dkr10@columbia.edu  

WWW:  http://www.tc.edu/C&T/Disability-

Studies/detail.asp?id=Program%2BDescription  

 

Academic Institution:     Temple University 

Program: Graduate Certificate in Disability Studies 

Academic Unit: College of Education 

mailto:staylo01@syr.edu
mailto:staylo01@syr.edu
mailto:staylo01@syr.edu
http://thechp.syr.edu/disstud.htm
http://thechp.syr.edu/disstud.htm
http://disabilitystudies.syr.edu/what/disabilitystudiesatSU.aspx
http://disabilitystudies.syr.edu/what/disabilitystudiesatSU.aspx
mailto:kantera@syr.edu
mailto:dkr10@columbia.edu
http://www.tc.edu/C&T/Disability-Studies/detail.asp?id=Program%2BDescription
http://www.tc.edu/C&T/Disability-Studies/detail.asp?id=Program%2BDescription


Address:  Institute on Disabilities  

Room 423 Ritter Annex 

1301 Cecil B. Moore Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 19122 

Contact:  Mike Dorn, Ph.D., Coordinator of Disability Studies                 

Phone/TTY:    (215) 204-3373; TTY (215) 204-1356 

E-mail: 

 

mdorn@temple.edu  

WWW:  http://disabilities.temple.edu/programs/ds  

 

Academic Institution:      Washington State University 

Program: Undergraduate Minor in Disability Studies 

Academic Unit: Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences 

Address:  P.O. Box 642420 

Pullman, WA 99164-1035 

Contact:  Dr. Gail D. Chermak, Professor and Chair 

Phone/TTY:    (509) 335-4526 

E-mail: 

 

chermak@wsu.edu  

WWW:  

 

http://www.libarts.wsu.edu/speechhearing/academics/minor.html  

 

Academic 

Institution:                   

University of California at Berkeley                                             

Program: Concentration in Disability Studies in Undergraduate Major in 

American Studies  

Academic Unit: American Studies 

Address:  Office of Undergraduate and Interdisciplinary Studies 

301 Campbell Hall 

Berkeley, CA 94720-2922 

Contact:  Marcia Condon, Student Affairs Officer  

Phone/TTY:    (510) 642-9320 or (510) 642-0108 

For TTY/TDD access, call (510) 642-9900 

E-mail: 

 

mailto:mcallum@socrates.berkeley.edu  

WWW:  

 

http://ls.berkeley.edu/dept/as/forms/AS_HANDBOOK_12-2002.pdf   

(see page 16 of this handbook for information on the concentration on 

Disability Studies) 

 

mailto:mdorn@temple.edu
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Academic Institution:    University of Delaware 

Program: Undergraduate Interdisciplinary Minor in Disabilities Studies 

Academic Unit: The College of Human Services, Education and Public Policy    

Address: The Center for Disabilities Studies 

166 Graham Hall 

Academy Street  

Newark, DE 19716-7355 

Contact: Dr. Laura Eisenman, Associate Professor  

Phone/TTY: (302) 831-6974; TTY (302) 831-4689  

E-mail: 

 

eisenman@udel.edu  

WWW: http://www.udel.edu/cds/disabilities_minor.html  

 

 

Academic 

Institution:           

University of Hawaii at Manoa 

Program: Interdisciplinary Disability and Diversity Studies Certificate  

Disability Studies Minor within Liberal Studies Bachelors Degree 

Program  

Academic Unit: Center on Disability Studies 

Address: 1776 University Ave., UA 4-6 

Honolulu, HI 96822 

Contact: Norma Jean Stodden 

Phone/TTY: (808) 956-4454 

E-mail: 

 

NJ.Stodden@cds.hawaii.edu  

WWW: http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/cds_core_programs/index.html  

 

Academic 

Institution:                         

University of Illinois at Chicago 

Program: Departments of Disability and Human Development, Occupational 

Therapy, and Physical Therapy 

College of Applied Health Sciences 

Address: 1640 West Roosevelt Road, Room 215 (M/C 626) 

Chicago IL 60608-6904 

Contact: Carol J. Gill, Ph.D., Director of Graduate Studies 

Sarah Rothenberger, Program Coordinator, Ph.D. in Disability 

Studies Program  

mailto:crdenson@udel.edu
mailto:crdenson@udel.edu
mailto:eisenman@udel.edu
http://www.udel.edu/cds/disabilities_minor.html
mailto:NJ.Stodden@cds.hawaii.edu
mailto:NJ.Stodden@cds.hawaii.edu
mailto:NJ.Stodden@cds.hawaii.edu
http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/cds_core_programs/index.html


Phone/TTY: (312) 996-1508; TTY (312) 996-1233 

E-mail: cg16@uic.edu ; sr22@uic.edu  

WWW: http://www.ahs.uic.edu/ahs/php/index.php?sitename=ahs  

 

Academic 

Institution:                  

University of Illinois at Chicago 

Program: Master of Science in Disability and Human Development         

Academic Unit: Department of Disability and Human Development, College of 

Applied Health Sciences 

Address: Suite 436 IIDD 

1640 W. Roosevelt Road 

Chicago, IL 60608 

Contact: Tamar Heller, Ph.D., Head 

Glenn Fujiura, Ph.D., Director of Graduate Studies 

Phone/TTY: (312) 413-1647; TTY (312) 413-0453 

E-mail: DHD@uic.edu  

WWW: http://www.uic.edu/depts/idhd/msindhd.htm  

 

Academic Institution:    University of Maine 

Programs: Undergraduate Disability Studies Core Curriculum 

Graduate Interdisciplinary Concentration in Disability Studies  

Academic Unit: Center for Community Inclusion 

Address: 5717 Corbett Hall, Room 114 

Orono, ME 04469-5717 

Contact: Elizabeth DePoy 

Phone/TTY: (207) 581-1084 or (800) 203-6957 

E-Mail: ccimail@umit.maine.edu  

WWW: http://www.ume.maine.edu/cci/learning/ids.htm  

 

Academic Institution:    University of Manitoba 

Program: Interdisciplinary Master‘s in Disability Studies                         

Academic Unit: Education 

Address: Room 128 Education Building 

Winnipeg, MB R3T 2N2  

CANADA 

Contact: Tanis Woodland 

Phone/TTY: (204) 474-7017 

E-Mail: disability_studies@umanitoba.ca  

mailto:cg16@uic.edu
mailto:sr22@uic.edu
http://www.ahs.uic.edu/ahs/php/index.php?sitename=ahs
mailto:DHD@uic.edu
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mailto:ccimail@umit.maine.edu
http://www.ume.maine.edu/cci/learning/ids.htm
mailto:disability_studies@umanitoba.ca


WWW: http://www.umanitoba.ca/disability_studies  

 

Academic Institution:        University of Pittsburgh 

Program: Graduate Disability Studies Certificate Program 

Academic Unit: School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, Department of Health 

Information Management  

Address: 6051 Forbes Tower 

Pittsburgh, PA 15260 

Contact: Dr. Miriam Hertz  

Phone/TTY: (412) 383-6653 

E-Mail: mhertz@pitt.edu 

WWW: http://www.shrs.pitt.edu/SHRSnews/headlines/disability_studies.htm  

 

Academic 

Institution:                  

University of Toledo 

Programs: Undergraduate Interdisciplinary Minor in Disability Studies 

Master of Liberal Studies Program (MLS), Concentration in 

Disability Studies (DST) 

Academic Unit: College of Arts & Sciences 

Address: Disability Studies Program 

University Hall 2100, Mail Stop 920 

2801 W. Bancroft 

Toledo, OH 43606-3390 

Contact: Dr. Mark Sherry, Endowed Chair in Disability Studies  

Phone/TTY: (419) 530-724 

E-Mail: 

 

mailto:mailto:pmurphy@utnet.utoledo.edu  

WWW: http://www.dstprg.utoledo.edu/  

Comment:  An interdisciplinary major in Disability Studies has been proposed. 

 

Academic 

Institution:                            

University of Washington 

Program: Disability Studies Minor 

Academic Unit:  Law, Societies, and Justice Program (LSJ) 

Department of Political Science, College of Arts and Sciences  

Address: Box 353530 

Seattle, WA 98195-3530  

http://www.umanitoba.ca/disability_studies
mailto:mhertz@pitt.edu
http://www.shrs.pitt.edu/SHRSnews/headlines/disability_studies.htm
mailto:mailto:pmurphy@utnet.utoledo.edu
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Contact: Mark Weitzenkamp and Dennis Lang  

Phone/TTY: (206) 543-2396  

E-Mail: lsjadv@u.washington.edu & dlang@u.washington.edu 

WWW: http://depts.washington.edu/disstud/index.html  

 

Academic 

Institution:                         

   

University of Wisconsin-Madison         

Program: Interdisciplinary Cluster 

Academic Unit:  College of Letters And Science 

Address: South Hall 

1055 Bascom Mall 

Madison, WI 53706   

Contact: Marsha Mailick Seltzer, Ph.D. 

Phone/TTY: (608) 263-5940 

E-Mail: mseltzer@waisman.wisc.edu  

WWW: http://wiscinfo.doit.wisc.edu/cluster/view_proposal_single.asp?id=5

0  

Comment: The University of Wisconsin-Madison does not yet have a formal 

academic program in Disability Studies. However, the university has 

made a commitment to the development of a program through a 

Cluster Hiring Initiative to fill multiple tenure track positions in 

Disability Studies. 

 

Academic 

Institution:    

    

York University 

Program: Master of Arts in Critical Disability Studies 

Academic 

Unit: 

Faculty of Graduate Studies 

Address: Room 438, HNES Building  

4700 Keele Street  

Toronto, ON M3J 1P3  

Canada  

Contact: Domenica Lam, Graduate Programme Assistant  

Phone/TTY: (416) 736-2100 ext. 44494  

WWW: http://www.atkinson.yorku.ca/cdis/ 

http://www.yorku.ca/web/futurestudents/graduate/pdf/brochure/critical_disability_
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studies.pdf (PDF copy of the Critical Disability Studies brochure)  

 

PERIODICALS 

 
 

Disability & Society 

http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/carfax/09687599.html  
 

Disability & Society is an international journal providing a focus for debate about such issues as 

human rights, discrimination, definitions, policy and practices. It appears against a background 

of change in the ways in which disability is viewed and managed. 

 

Definitions of disability are more readily acknowledged to be relative; custodial approaches are 

seen as inadequate and unacceptable--placing greater emphasis on community care and 

integration. However, policy intentions may not have the desired effects on the realities of 

everyday practice and policy changes themselves may be merely cosmetic, or appropriate but 

unfunded. 

 

While publishing articles that represent all the professional perspectives, the journal also 

provides an opportunity for the consumers of the services to speak for themselves. 

 

Disability & Society recently made its entire Table of Contents, beginning with Volume One, 

available on-line. 

 
 

Disability Studies Online Magazine 

http://www.disabilitystudies.com/  
 

This is an online magazine focusing on the academic field of Disability Studies and 

interdisciplinary discussions of disability. The focus is to consider disability within the 

framework of society, rather than as individual pathology. Viewing disability in this context one 

can see the connections and relevance of disability to a wide variety of disciplines, including: 

geography, sociology, medicine, social work, social policy, architecture, art history, 

anthropology, comparative religions, philosophy, law, popular culture, media and film, literature, 

history, women studies, and education to name a few.  

 
  

Disability Studies Quarterly 

http://www.dsq-sds.org 

 

The Disability Studies Quarterly (DSQ ) is published for the Society for Disability Studies. It is 

a multidisciplinary and international journal of interest to social scientists, scholars in the 

http://www.yorku.ca/web/futurestudents/graduate/pdf/brochure/critical_disability_studies.pdf
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/carfax/09687599.html
http://www.disabilitystudies.com/
http://www.dsq-sds.org/
http://www.dsq-sds.org/


humanities, disability rights advocates, and others concerned with the problems of people with 

disabilities. The purpose of the Quarterly is to provide a place where people from diverse 

backgrounds can share ideas and to engage in dialogues that cut across disciplinary backgrounds 

and substantive concerns. The Quarterly is committed to developing theoretical and practical 

knowledge about disability and to promoting the full and equal participation of persons with 

disabilities in society.  

 
 

Journal of Disability Policy Studies 

http://www.proedinc.com/jdps.html  
 

The only journal devoted exclusively to disability policy topics and issues. For more than a 

decade, the Journal of Disability Policy Studies (JPDS) has addressed compelling, variable 

issues in ethics, policy, and law related to individuals with disabilities. JPDS addresses a broad 

range of topics on disability policy from the perspectives of a variety of academic disciplines and 

publishes articles pertaining to both macro-policy issues (such as the social constructions which 

direct and constrain policymakers) and micro-policy issues (such as legislative remedies and 

regulatory matters). 

 
  

Kaleidoscope 

http://www.udsakron.org/kaleidoscope.htm  

 

Kaleidoscope Magazine examines the experiences of disability through literature and the fine 

arts. Unique to the field of Disability Studies, this award-winning publication expresses the 

experiences of disability from the perspective of individuals, families, healthcare professionals, 

and society as a whole. The material chosen for Kaleidoscope challenges and overcomes 

stereotypical, patronizing, and sentimental attitudes about disability. Although content always 

focuses on a particular aspect of disability, writers with and without disabilities are welcome to 

submit their work. 

   

 
 

Mouth 

http://www.mouthmag.com/ 

 

This thought-provoking magazine features investigative journalism, news, and interviews with 

disability rights activists, reserving some of its harshest criticism for the "helping 

professions."  Mouth also publishes poetry and essays written by people with disabilities, and 

does not include commercial advertisements. 

 
 

The Ragged Edge (formerly The Disability Rag) 

http://www.ragged-edge-mag.com/  

http://www.proedinc.com/jdps.html
http://www.udsakron.org/kaleidoscope.htm
http://www.mouthmag.com/
http://www.mouthmag.com/
http://www.ragged-edge-mag.com/


 

Ragged Edge is successor to the award-winning periodical, The Disability Rag. In Ragged Edge 

, and on their web site, you'll find the best in today's writing about society's "ragged edge" issues: 

medical rationing, genetic discrimination, assisted suicide, long-term care, attendant 

services.  They cover the disability experience in America--what it means to be a crip living at 

the end of the 20th century. 

 
 

Research in Social Science and Disability 

http://www.socscinet.com/sociology/rssd/  
 

Research in Social Science and Disability is an annual volume published by JAI Press/Elsevier. 

While not a standard periodical, it is devoted to the scholarly, social scientific analysis of 

significant issues in disability. The multidisciplinary approach permits contributors to explore the 

social origins of disability in society, and provides a basis for examining cross-cultural 

differences in approaches to disability, as well as the economic, social and psychological 

consequences for individuals, families and social institutions and organizations. This series will 

include research framed by a variety of theoretical perspectives and research methodologies.  

 
 

The Review of Disability Studies: An International Journal 

http://www.rds.hawaii.edu/  

 

The Center on Disability Studies at University of Hawaii at Manoa announced the publication of 

this new journal. The Review will contain peer-reviewed research articles, essays, and 

bibliographies relating to the culture of disability and people with disabilities. It will also publish 

forums on disability topics brought together by forum editors of international stature. Poetry, 

short stories, creative essays, photographs, and artwork related to disability are also invited. 

Forms for subscriptions and submission guidelines are available to download on the above web 

site. 

 
  

SPECIAL/FEATURE ISSUES OF PERIODICALS 

This section contains information on selected special or feature issues of periodicals related to 

Disability Studies published in journals and periodicals that may not be typical Disability Studies 

publications. 

 
 

Blackford, K., Cuthbertson, C., Odette, F., & Ticoll, M. (1993, Summer). Women and disability 

[Feature issue]. Canadian Women’s Studies, 13 (4).  

http://www.socscinet.com/sociology/rssd/
http://www.rds.hawaii.edu/


 

The editors of this issue are feminists, most of whom have disabilities, who identify the 

contributors as feminist disability theorists who insist that the personal is political. The issue 

includes articles by women from backgrounds that vary in class, race, ethnicity, and sexual or 

gender orientation in order to highlight the diversity in the lives of women with disabilities. 

Many of the authors raise questions that challenge traditional feminist thinking (about the body, 

about reproductive rights, about objectification and about language, for example), while others 

relate personal experiences or provide information on studies conducted with women with 

disabilities. 

 
 

Breckenridge, C. A., & Vogler, C. (Eds.). (2001, October). The critical limits of embodiment: 

Reflections on disability criticism [Special issue]. Public Culture, 13(3).  

 

Disability Studies, a new field of inquiry in the human sciences, has the potential to unsettle 

many basic assumptions about the body, citizenship, capital, and beauty. This special issue of 

Public Culture explores disability criticism, an emergent subfield within Disability Studies. 

 
 

Couser, G. T. (2000, June). Forum: The empire of the "normal": A forum on disability and self-

representation. American Quarterly, 52( 2). 

 

This forum assesses the accessibility and value of autobiography (and related genres) to people 

with disabilities. 

 
 

Davis, L., & Linton, S. (1995, Fall).  Disability Studies [Feature issue]. Radical Teacher, No. 47. 

 

Radical Teacher is a ―socialist and feminist journal on the theory and practice of teaching.‖ It is 

an independent magazine for educational workers at all levels and in every kind of institution. 

This feature issue is one of the first to examine and frame Disability Studies within several 

academic disciplines. 

 
 

Dorn, M., & Metzel, D. (2001, Fall). Theme: Disability geography: Commonalities in a world of 

differences. Disability Studies Quarterly, 21 (4). 

 

Literature on disability within the field of geography is rapidly expanding. This issue brings 

together the work of 17 international disability geography scholars, organized into two key 

themes: Voices and The Paradoxes of Policy. 

 



  

Farnall, O., & Haller, B. (Eds.). (2001, Spring). Theme: Advertising and people with disabilities. 

Disability Studies Quarterly, 21 (2). 

 

Symposium on advertising and how it effects and is influenced by people with disabilities. 

 
  

Tremain, S. (1998, Summer). Theme: Disability Studies queered. Disability Studies Quarterly, 

18(3).   

 

This issue of Disability Studies Quarterly includes papers and reviews focusing on lesbians, gay 

men, bisexual people and transgendered people with disabilities. The editor contends that 

analyses in Disability Studies have not considered the differences made by sexual variation, that 

there are areas that are neglected when the perspectives of those who are not heterosexual or 

traditionally gendered are not taken into account. Her hope is that this issue will suggest ways 

that Disability Studies could be improved by employing sexual orientation and sexual identity as 

analytical categories.  The essays in the issue focus on forms of discrimination experienced by 

disabled queers from within lesbian and gay communities, and on how lesbians and gays with 

disabilities negotiate identity. Additionally, a few of the reviews focus on books and films about 

lesbians, gay men, bisexual people and transgendered people with disabilities.    

 
  

Hall, K. Q. (Ed.). (2003, Fall). Feminist Disability Studies [Special issue]. NWSA Journal, 

14(3).  

 

NWSA Journal is the official publication of the National Women‘s Studies Association and 

publishes the most up-to-date, interdisciplinary, multicultural feminist scholarship linking 

feminist theory with teaching and activism.  This special issue focuses on feminist Disability 

Studies that draws upon and challenges analyses of bodily norms, identity, accommodation, 

representation, and oppression in both feminism and Disability Studies. Feminist Disability 

Studies also provides a theoretical framework for expanding an understanding of historical and 

ideological connections between marginalized embodiments, and the essays included in this 

volume address many of these themes. 

 
 

Kittay, E., Silvers, S., & Wendell, S. (Eds.). (2001). Special issue: Feminism and disability. 

Hypatia, 16(4).  

 

Hypatia is a journal for scholarly research concerning philosophy and women's studies. The 

essays in this issue address theoretical dimensions of understanding women's disability identity 

and seek to stimulate philosophical thought about these situations. Among the excellent papers 

offered for Hypatia's exploration of women and disability were works with a different focus, one 

more concerned with concrete and practical aspects of living with disability. The second part of 



this double issue examines personal and political practical themes of disabled women's lives, in 

both North America and other parts of the globe.  

 
 

Kittay, E., Silvers, S., & Wendell, S. (Eds.). (2002). Feminism and disability II. Hypatia, 17(3).  

 

This is Part II of a special issue on feminism and disability. The articles in Part II have a more 

practical orientation. The authors, who offer perspectives on disability from India, Australia, the 

United States, and Canada, all bring personal experience and practical concerns to their 

philosophical inquiry. 

 
 

Kasnitz, D., & Shuttleworth, R. P. (Eds.). (2001, Summer). Theme: Engaging anthropology in 

Disability Studies. Disability Studies Quarterly, 21 (3). 

 

This feature issue presents papers that seek to engage the two fields of anthropology and 

Disability Studies. 

 
 

Lillie, T. (Ed.). (2000, Fall). Theme:  Disability rights: From childhood to adulthood. Disability 

Studies Quarterly, 20 (4). 

 

This symposium offers some diverse perspectives on disability, generation and the life course, 

and some of the ways in which such an approach can be applied to Disability Studies and 

disability research in an international context.  

   

 
 

McRuer, R., & Wilkerson, A. L. (Eds.) (2003). Desiring disability: Queer theory meets 

Disability Studies [Special issue]. GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, 9(1-2). 

 

GLQ is the leading journal in lesbian and gay studies. This special issue marks the first time that 

a major academic journal has devoted itself to the conjunction of queer and disabled theorizing. 

   

 
 

Morse, T. A., Lewiecki-Wilson, C., Lindblom, K., Dunn, P. A., Brueggemann, B., Kleege, G., 

Stremlau, T. M., Erin, J., & Wilson, J. C. (2003). Symposium: Representing disability 

rhetorically.  Rhetoric Review, 22 (2), 154-202. 

 

The purpose of this symposium is to encourage discussion and scholarship in the area of 

Disability Studies, specifically aimed towards ―rhetoricians.‖ It offers works in various 

disciplines all contributing to Disability Studies.  

   



 
 

Stodden, R., & Dowrick, P. (Eds.). (2001, Winter). Theme: Supporting students with disabilities 

in postsecondary education. Disability Studies Quarterly, 21(1). 

 

This special edition of Disability Studies Quarterly describes a sample of emerging work 

supported by and related to the efforts of the National Center for the Study of Postsecondary 

Educational Supports (NCSPES). Research has begun to shed new light upon the barriers faced 

by individuals with disabilities seeking to access and participate in postsecondary education 

programs.  

 
 

ORGANIZATIONS 

   

 
 

 

Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD) 

P.O. Box 540666  

Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: 781-788-0003 (v/t) 

Fax: 781-788-0033  

E-mail: AHEAD@ahead.org  

http://www.ahead.org/  
AHEAD is an international organization of professionals committed to the full participation of 

individuals with disabilities in higher education. The Association provides programs, workshops, 

publications, and conferences that promote ―excellence through education, communication and 

training.‖ 

 
 

Center on Disability Studies 

University of Hawai'i at Manoa 

1776 University Avenue 

Honolulu, HI  96822  

Phone: 808-956-9972 

Fax: 808-956-3162 

http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/  
 

The Center on Disability Studies (CDS) was established in 1988 as the Hawaii University 

Affiliated Program at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, and is part of a National Network of 

University Centers on Excellence in Disabilities focused upon Education, Research, and 

Services.  

mailto:AHEAD@ahead.org
http://www.ahead.org/
http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/


 
 

Center on Human Policy 

Syracuse University, School of Education 

805 South Crouse Avenue 

Syracuse, NY 13244-2280 

Phone: 315-443-3851(voice) 

TTY: 315-443-4355 

FAX: 315-443-4338 

Toll free: 1-800-894-0822 

E-Mail: thechp@sued.syr.edu  

http://thechp.syr.edu/  
 

The Center on Human Policy (CHP) is a Syracuse University based policy, research, and 

advocacy organization involved in the national movement to insure the rights of people with 

disabilities. Since its founding, the Center has been involved in the study and promotion of open 

settings (inclusive community opportunities) for people with disabilities. The Center is involved 

with a broad range of local, statewide, national and international activities, including policy 

studies, research, information and referral, advocacy, training and consultation, and information 

dissemination. 

 
 

Institute for Disability Culture 

Steven E. Brown, Founder  

Institute on Disability Culture  

3029 Lowrey Ave., Apt. P-2104  

Honolulu, HI 96822-1813 USA  

E-mail: Sbrown8912@aol.com  

http://www.hometown.aol.com/sbrown8912/  

 

The Institute‘s mission since 1994 has been to promote pride in the history, activities, and 

cultural identity of individuals with disabilities throughout the world. 

 
 

Society for Disability Studies 

Department of Disability and Human Development 

University of Illinois at Chicago (MC 626) 

1640 W. Roosevelt Rd. #236 

Chicago, IL 60608-6904 

Phone: 312-996-4664 (V/TTY) 

Fax: 312-996-7743 

http://www.uic.edu/orgs/sds/  

 

For the past sixteen years, the Society for Disability Studies has worked to explore issues of 

disability and chronic illness from scholarly perspectives. Membership includes social scientists, 

mailto:thechp@sued.syr.edu
http://thechp.syr.edu/
mailto:Sbrown8912@aol.com
http://www.hometown.aol.com/sbrown8912/
http://www.uic.edu/orgs/sds/


health researchers, and humanities scholars as well as those active in the disability rights 

movement.  

 
  

World Institute on Disability 

510 16th Street, Suite 100 

Oakland, California 94612 

Voice: 510-763-4100 

TTY: 510-208-9496 

Fax: 510-763-4109 

E-Mail:  wid@wid.org  

http://www.wid.org/ 

 

The World Institute on Disability (WID) is a nonprofit research, public policy and advocacy 

center dedicated to promoting the civil rights and full societal inclusion of people with 

disabilities. Organized by and for people with disabilities, WID brings a diverse disability 

perspective to public policy on health care, technology and employment. 

 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGs) 

This is a listing of different professional organizations in a wide range of disciplines that have 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) concerning disability.  

 
 

Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC), Media & 

Disability Interest Group  

http://www.towson.edu/~bhalle/aejdis.html  
 

This SIG seeks to promote academic research into disability issues and mass media; to reach out 

to the disability community at each AEJMC annual meeting location; promote architectural, 

communication, and attitudinal accessibility for people with disabilities at AEJMC annual 

meetings and all AEJMC activities; and promote equal treatment and the necessary 

accommodations for students and professors with disabilities in university settings as outlined in 

the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 
  

American Bar Association, Commission on Mental and Physical Disability Law 

http://www.abanet.org/disability/  

 

This is the primary entity within the American Bar Association focusing on the law-related 

mailto:wid@wid.org
http://www.wid.org/
http://www.wid.org/
http://www.towson.edu/~bhalle/aejdis.html
http://www.abanet.org/disability/


concerns of persons with mental and physical disabilities. Its mission is "to promote the ABA's 

commitment to justice and the rule of law for persons with mental, physical, and sensory 

disabilities and their full and equal participation in the legal profession." The Commission's 

members include lawyers and other professionals, many of whom have disabilities. 

 
  

American Education Research Association (AERA) SIG: Disability Studies in Education 

http://ced.ncsu.edu/2/dse/  

 

Purpose:  To encourage Disability Studies in education; to provide an organizational vehicle for 

networking among Disability Studies researchers in education; and to increase the visibility and 

influence of Disability Studies among all educational researchers. 

 
 

Association of American Geographers (AAG) Disability Specialty Group (DSG): The 

Disability and Geography International Network (DAGIN) 

http://courses.temple.edu/neighbor/service/disability&geography.html  

 

To foster communication among members and to encourage research, education, and service that 

addresses issues of disability and chronic illness, this group will provide support and advocate 

with disabled members of the Association while working closely with other specialty groups to 

promote common interests and develop intradisciplinary and interdisciplinary projects. 

 
 

Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD) SIGs 

http://www.ahead.org/resources/siglist.html  

 

The Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD) is a national organization for 

disability service providers in higher education. AHEAD SIGs, or Special Interest Groups, are 

AHEAD members organized around an interest or concern. SIGs provide leadership to the 

AHEAD membership by providing information and referral, organizing professional 

development opportunities, and networking around a particular topic.  AHEAD has had SIGs on 

Disability Studies and Women with Disabilities; however, these SIGs are currently inactive.  

 
 

Disability Studies in the Humanities 

http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/interests/ds-hum  

 

DS-HUM is intended to serve as a forum and bulletin-board for those interested and involved in 

Disability Studies across the broad range of humanities scholarship, not just American Studies. 

In addition to serving as a connecting point for scholars, teachers and students in this field of 

study, this website contains announcements, directories, bibliographies, syllabi and other 

relevant materials.  

http://ced.ncsu.edu/2/dse/
http://courses.temple.edu/neighbor/service/disability&geography.html
http://www.ahead.org/resources/siglist.html
http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/interests/ds-hum


 
 

Graduate and Professional Students (GAP)  

http://www.ahead.org/resources/siglist.html  

 

The purpose of this AHEAD special interest group is to help bridge the GAP experienced by 

many service providers and students with disabilities in graduate and professional programs. The 

group's goal is to help answer questions about identification, accommodations, licensure and 

certification issues, transition issues and faculty awareness. 

 
 

Modern Language Association, Committee on Disability Issues in the Profession 

http://www.mla.org/comm_disability/  

 

Considers the needs and interests of scholars who have disabilities and addresses a variety of 

related issues, including access to the convention and scholarship in the field of Disability 

Studies. 

   

 
 

National Communication Association, Disability Caucus 

http://www.towson.edu/~bhalle/ncadis.html 

 

NCA is a non-profit organization of researchers, educators, students, and practitioners, whose 

academic interests span all forms of human communication. The two goals behind the 

establishment of the NCA's Caucus on Disability Issues are: (1) to promote greater participation 

by people with disabilities in NCA and the discipline at large; (2) to encourage quality 

scholarship on issues concerning disability and communication. 

 
 

National Women’s Studies Association, Disability Caucus 

http://www.nwsa.org/disc.htm 

 

NWSA supports and promotes feminist/womanist teaching, learning, research, and professional 

and community service at the pre-K through post-secondary levels and serves as a locus of 

information about the inter-disciplinary field of women's studies for those outside the 

profession.  There are several NWSA caucuses whose major goals involve representation of 

point(s) of view currently recognized by NWSA, with one focusing on disability. 

 
 

Society for Medical Anthropology, Disability Research Interest Group 

http://www.medanthro.net/research/disability/index.html  

 

The Society for Medical Anthropology supports several committees and caucuses, which address 

http://www.ahead.org/resources/siglist.html
http://www.mla.org/comm_disability/
http://www.towson.edu/~bhalle/ncadis.html
http://www.towson.edu/~bhalle/ncadis.html
http://www.nwsa.org/disc.htm
http://www.nwsa.org/disc.htm
http://www.medanthro.net/research/disability/index.html


the unique interests, and needs of its membership. These Special Interest Groups offer linkages 

to scholars with shared Internet concerns and sponsor informational newsletters, award 

competitions and projects.  The Disability Research Interest Group is still in the process of 

forming.  

 

INTERNET RESOURCES 

Listservs & Internet Mailing Lists 

 
 

Anthropology and Disability Research 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AnthropologyDisabilityResearch/  

 

Discussion group for the mutual engagement of anthropology and Disability Studies. 

 
 

Disability Culture Manifesto 

http://www.dimenet.com/disculture/manifesto  
 

Free e-newsletter on disability culture produced by Steve Brown at the Institute on Disability 

Culture. To receive this newsletter, send the following message to majordomo@tripil.com : 

subscribe disculture 

 
 

Disability-Research Discussion List 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/discuss.htm  
 

This is an international e-mail discussion list administered at the DRU by Mark Priestley. The 

list (started in December 1994) is the largest of its kind in the world, and provides a forum for 

discussion on all aspects of disability research--both theoretical and practical. The list is intended 

for all those interested in research as it affects disabled people both in the UK and 

internationally. It provides a forum for the exchange of ideas, information and news, particularly 

among researchers working within a social model of disability. The list provides an opportunity 

for researchers, students and disabled people to share their ideas, experiences and research 

findings. It is also an excellent place to ask questions or seek information.  

 
 

DS-HUM Listserv 

http://www.mith2.umd.edu:8080/disc/resources/index.jsp#listserv  
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AnthropologyDisabilityResearch/
http://www.dimenet.com/disculture/manifesto
mailto:majordomo@tripil.com
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/discuss.htm
http://www.mith2.umd.edu:8080/disc/resources/index.jsp#listserv


DS-HUM serves as a moderated forum for discussion and a bulletin board for those interested 

and involved in Disability Studies across the broad range of humanities scholarship.  

 
  

DS-Teaching Discussion List 

http://faculty.washington.edu/dlang/ds-teaching.html  
 

DS-Teaching invites on-line conversation among people who have any degree of involvement in 

teaching Disability Studies--teachers or prospective teachers, students or prospective students, 

authors or artists whose works are used in the class room, activist-scholars and activists who are 

not involved in scholarship, and anyone else with a pedagogical interest in the field. 

 
 

GEOGABLE 

http://courses.temple.edu/neighbor/service/  

 

GEOGABLE is a discussion list for scholars in the humanities and social sciences who are 

interested in geographical and built environment issues as they relate to persons with disabilities 

and/or chronic illnesses. Although GEOGABLE is the official discussion list of the Disability 

Specialty Group (DSG) of the Association of American Geographers, membership in the 

specialty group is not required for becoming a member of the GEOGABLE list and contributing 

to our discussions. The GEOGABLE list is being served by the Computing Center at the 

University of Kentucky, and is moderated by Mike Dorn. 

 
  

H-Disability 

http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/~disabil/  

 

H-Disability is a scholarly discussion group that explores the multitude of historical issues 

surrounding the experience and phenomenon of ―disability.‖ H-Disability was established in 

response to the growing academic interest and expanding scholarly literature on issues of 

disability throughout the world. This group is a part of H-Net Humanities & Social Sciences 

Online. 

 
 

Web Sites 

 
 

The Disability Archive UK 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/archiveuk/index.html  

 

http://faculty.washington.edu/dlang/ds-teaching.html
http://courses.temple.edu/neighbor/service/
http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/~disabil/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/archiveuk/index.html


The aim of the Disability Archive UK is to provide people with disabilities, students and scholars 

with an interest in this and related fields, access to the writings of those disability activists, 

writers and allies whose work may no longer be easily accessible in the public domain. It is 

hoped that the documents available via the Archive will help to inform current and future debates 

on disability and related issues.  

 
 

Disability History Museum 

http://www.disabilitymuseum.org 

 

This web site is a virtual home to a searchable, theme-based digital collection of documents and 

images related to disability history in the United States. The Disability History Museum's 

mission is to promote understanding about the historical experiences of people with disabilities 

by recovering, chronicling, and interpreting their stories.  

 
 

Disability Social History Project 

http://www.disabilityhistory.org/  

 

This site looks at the role people with disabilities have played in history, how they have been 

treated throughout time, and significant events in the history of disability civil rights.   

 
 

Disability Studies in the Humanities (DS-HUM)  

http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/interests/ds-hum/dshowto.html  

 

DS-HUM is intended to serve as a forum and bulletin-board for those interested and involved in 

Disability Studies across the broad range of humanities scholarship, not just American Studies. 

In addition to serving as a connecting point for scholars, teachers and students in this field of 

study, the listproc will have a homepage on the Crossroads website containing announcements, 

directories, bibliographies, syllabi and other relevant materials. 

 
 

Disability Studies Web Ring 

http://www.ringsurf.com/netring?ring=disstudies;action=addform  

 

This web ring is intended to bring together web sites that contain scholarly articles, essays, 

papers and/or other thought provoking information that would be of interest to Disability Studies 

students and researchers. 

 
 

DISC – A Disability Studies Academic Community 

http://www.disabilitymuseum.org/
http://www.disabilitymuseum.org/
http://www.disabilityhistory.org/
http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/interests/ds-hum/dshowto.html
http://www.ringsurf.com/netring?ring=disstudies;action=addform


http://www.mith2.umd.edu:8080/disc/index.html  

 

The DISC website is an international, interdisciplinary, user-generated, digital forum providing 

support, collegial networks, and information that sustains a Disability Studies academic 

community and promotes Disability Studies in a humanities focus.  

   

 
 

Institute on Disability Culture 

http://www.dimenet.com/disculture  

 

The mission of the Institute on Disability Culture is the promotion of pride in the history, 

activities, and cultural identity of individuals with disabilities throughout the world. The purpose 

of the web site is to provide information about disability culture and to share examples of 

disability culture. 

  

 
 

The Museum of disABILITY History 

http://www.people-inc.org/museum  

 

The Museum of disABILITY History is dedicated to the collection, preservation and display of 

artifacts pertaining to the history of people with disabilities. Located in Buffalo, New York, and 

on the World Wide Web, the museum offers educational exhibits and activities that expand 

community awareness. 

 
 

RESOURCES FOR TEACHING DISABILITY STUDIES 

 

This section of this information package identifies books and articles related to Disability Studies 

that can be used in courses in different academic disciplines. Annotations of most of these 

readings can be found in the section on Disability Studies Books, Chapters, and Articles . 

 
 

Anthropology 
 

Groce, N. (1985). Everyone here spoke sign language: Hereditary deafness on Martha's 

Vineyard. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

 

Ingstad, B., & Whyte, S. R. (Eds.). (1995). Disability and culture. Berkeley: University of 

California Press. 

 

Murphy, R. F. (1987). The body silent: An anthropologist embarks on the most challenging 

http://www.mith2.umd.edu:8080/disc/index.html
http://www.dimenet.com/disculture
http://www.people-inc.org/museum
http://thechp.syr.edu/Disability_Studies_2003_current.html#books


journey of his life: Into the world of the disabled. London and New York: W.W. Norton. 

 

Arts, Humanities, and Literature 
 

Bérubé, M. (1996). Life as we know it:  A father, family, and an exceptional child. New York: 

Vintage Books. 

 

Brueggemann, B. J. (1999).  Lend me your ear: Rhetorical constructions of 

deafness.  Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press. 

 

Crutchfield, S. & Epstein, M. (Eds.). (2003). Points of contact: Disability, art and culture 

[Corporealities: Discourses of Disability].  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

 

Davis, L. J. (1995).  Enforcing normalcy: Disability, deafness, and the body.  London & New 

York, NY: Verso. 

 

Davis, L. J. (Ed.). (1997). The Disability Studies reader. New York: Routledge.  

 

Davis, L. J. (2002). Bending over backwards: Disability, dismodernism & other difficult 

positions [Cultural Front]. New York: New York University Press. 

 

Fries, K. (1997). Body, remember. New York: Plume.  

 

Hershey, L.  (various dates).  Poems and Tapes: On the lawn , In the way, Dreams of a different 

woman (these are books of poetry); The prostitutes of Nairobi, You get proud by practicing 

(these are tapes of the author reading her poems).  Denver, CO: Author. 

 

Kesey, K.  (1962). One flew over the cuckoo’s nest. New York: Signet. 

 

Lubchenco, L. O., & Crocker, A. C. (1997). Bus girl: Poems by Gretchen Josephson. 

Cambridge, MA: Brookline Books. 

 

Snyder, S. L., Brueggemann, B. J., & Garland-Thomson, R. (Eds.). (2002). Disability Studies: 

Enabling the humanities. New York: The Modern Language Association of America. 

 

Thomson, R. G. (1997). Extraordinary bodies: Figuring physical disability in American 

culture and literature. New York: Columbia University Press.  

  

Thomson, R. G. (2001).  Seeing the disabled: Visual rhetorics of disability in popular 

photography. In P. K. Longmore & L. Umansky (Eds.), The new disability history: American 

perspectives (pp. 335-374). New York: New York University Press. 

 

Communications/Media/Journalism 
 

Couser, G. T. (1997).  Recovering bodies: Illness, disability, and life writing.  Madison, WI: 

University of Wisconsin Press. 



 

Hockenberry, J. (1995). Moving violations: War zones, wheelchairs, and declarations of 

independence. New York: Hyperion. 

 

Shapiro, J. P. (1993). No pity: People with disabilities forging a new civil rights movement. 

New York: Times Books. 

 

Gender Studies 
 

Clare, E. (1999). Exile & pride: Disability, queerness, and liberation. Cambridge, MA: South 

End Press. 

 

Deutsch, H., & Nussbaum, F. (Eds.). (2000).  “Defects”: Engendering the modern body 

[Corporealities: Discourses of Disability]. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

 

Fawcett, B. (2000). Feminist perspectives on disability.   London: Pearson Education. 

 

Fine, M., & Asch, A. (1988). Women with disabilities: Essays in psychology, culture, and 

politics [Health, Society, and Policy Series]. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

 

Garland-Thomson, R. (1994). Redrawing the boundaries of feminist Disability Studies. Feminist 

Disability Studies, 20(3), 583-597. 

 

Herndl, D. P. (1993). Invalid women: Figuring feminine illness in American fiction and 

culture, 1840-1940. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press. 

 

Hillyer, B. (1993). Feminism and disability. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press. 

 

Keith, L. (Ed.). (1994). Mustn't grumble:  Writings by disabled women. London: The Women's 

Press.  

 

Keith, L. (Ed.). (1996). What happened to you?  Writings by disabled women. New York: The 

New Press. 

 

Keith, L. (2001). Take up thy bed and walk: Death, disability and cure in classic fiction for 

girls. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Lloyd, M. (1992). Does she boil eggs?  Towards a feminist model of disability. Disability, 

Handicap & Society, 7(3), 207-221. 

 

Lonsdale, S. (1990). Women and disability.  New York: St. Martin's Press. 

 

Meekosha, H. (1998).  Body battles: Bodies, gender, and disability. In T. Shakespeare (Ed.), 

Disability studies reader: Social science perspectives (pp. 163-180).  London & New York, NY: 

Cassell. 

 



Morris, J. (1993). Feminism and disability. Feminist Review, 43 , 57-70. 

 

Morris, J. (1992). Personal and political:  A feminist perspective on researching physical 

disability. Disability, Handicap & Society, 7(2), 157-166. 

 

Morris, J. (1998). Pride against prejudice: Transforming attitudes to disabilities (Reprint ed.). 

North Pomfret, VT: Trafalgar Square. 

 

Shakespeare, T., Gillespie-Sells, K., & Davies, D. (1996). The sexual politics of disability: 

Untold desires. London: Cassell Publications. 

 

Tremain, S. (Ed.). (1996). Pushing the limits: Disabled dykes produce culture. London: 

Women‘s Press. 

 

Wendell, S. (1996). The rejected body: Feminist philosophical reflections on disability. London 

and New York: Routledge. 

 

Willmuth, M., & Holcomb, L. (1994). Women with disabilities: Found voices. Binghamton, 

NY: The Haworth Press, Inc. 

 

General Disability Studies 
 

Albrecht, G. L., Seelman, K. D., & Bury, M. (Eds.). (2001). Handbook of Disability Studies. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

Barnes, C., & Mercer, G. (2003). Disability [Key Concepts]. Cambridge, United Kingdom: 

Polity Press. 

 

Barnes, C., Oliver, M., & Barton, L. (2002). Disability Studies today. Cambridge, UK: Polity 

Press. 

 

Bogdan, R. (1988). Freak show: Presenting human oddities for amusement and profit. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

Bogdan, R., & Biklen, D. (1977, March/April). Handicapism. Social Policy, 7(4), 14-19. 

 

Campbell, J., & Oliver, M. (1996). Disability politics: Understanding our past, changing our 

future. London and New York: Routledge. 

 

Charlton, J. I. (1998). Nothing about us without us: Disability oppression and empowerment. 

Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 

 

Corker, M. (1998).  Disability discourse in a postmodern world. In T. Shakespeare (Ed.), 

Disability studies reader: Social science perspectives (pp. 221-233).  London & New York, NY: 

Cassell. 

 



Corker, M., & Shakespeare, T. (Eds.). (2002). Disability/postmodernity: Embodying disability 

theory. New York: Continuum. 

 

Davis, L. J. (Ed.). (1997). The Disability Studies reader. New York: Routledge.  

 

Davis, L. J. (2002). Bending over backwards: Disability, dismodernism & other difficult 

positions [Cultural Front]. New York: New York University Press. 

 

Linton, S. (1998). Claiming disability: Knowledge and identity [Cultural Front]. New York: 

New York University Press. 

 

Linton, S. (1998). Disability studies/Not Disability Studies. Disability & Society, 13(4), 525-540. 

 

Nagler, M. (Ed.). (1993). Perspectives on disability (2nd ed.). Palo Alto, CA: Health Markets 

Research. 

 

Oliver, M. (1990). The politics of disablement.  London: The MacMillan Press. 

 

Oliver, M. (1996). Understanding disability: From theory to practice.   New York: Palgrave. 

 

Shakespeare, T. (Ed.). (1998). The disability reader: Social science perspectives. London and 
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